
BULLETIN OF THE 

AMERICAN PENSTEMON SOCIETY 

December 1988 Number 47-2 



Membership in the American Penstemon Society is $10.00 a year. Life 
membership is $200.00. Dues are payable in January of each year. 
Checks or money orders, in US funds only please, are payable to the 
American Penstemon Society, and may be sent to: Ann Bartlett, 
Membership Secretary, 1569 South Holland Court, Lakewood, 
Colorado 80226, USA. 

Elective Officers 
President: 
Vice President: 
Membership Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
Robins Coordinator: 
Executive Board: 

Appoinli ve Officers 

Gwen Kelaidis, 1410 Eudora St., Denver, CO 80220 
Orville Steward, PO Box 33, Plymouth, VT 05056 
Ann Bartlett, 1569 S. Holland Ct., Lakewood, CO 80226 
Ted Hodoba, PO Box 600, Veguita, NM 87062 
Betty Davenport, 11077 Victor Ave., Hesperia, CA 92345 
Frederick Case, 7275 Thomapple Lane, Saginaw, MI 48603 
Dara Emery, 517 West Junipero St. 2, Santa Barbara, CA 93105 
Barrie Porteous, 15 Brimwood Blvd. Twh. 25, Agincourt, 

Ontario, Canada MIV lEi 

Director of Seed Exchange: Bette Peterson, 408 S. 218 St., Seattle, WA 98198 
Editor: Gwen Kelaidis, 1410 Eudora St. ,Denver, CO 80220 
Custodian of Slide Collection: James Taylor, 52 Eastwood, Hutchinson, KS 67502 
Registrar of Cultivars and Hybrids: Mark McDonough, 30 Mt. Lebanon St., Pepperell, MA 01463 
Librarian: Elizabeth Bolender, clo Cox Arboretum, Springboro Pike, 

Robins an4 Robin Directors 
1 Executive 
2 Photography 
3 Cross Country 
4 Southwest 
6 Cross Country 
7 West Coast & Canada 
9 Hybridization & Selection 
10 Southwest 
11 Cross Country 
13 Directors 
14 Cross Country 
15 Cross Country 
16 Cross Country 
20 West Coast 

Dayton, OH 45449 

Gwen Kelaidis, 1410 Eudora St. ,Denver, CO 80220 
Lillian Champion, 12420 7th Street, Yucaipa, CA 92399 
Laverne Heitman, Rt. I, Box 77, Hardy, NB 68943 
Ellen Wilde, 110 Calle Pinonera, Santa Fe, NM 87505 
Frances Burrell, 561 Montana Ave., Lovell, WY 82431 
Betty Davenport, 11077 Victor Ave., Hesperia, CA 92345 
James Taylor, 52 Eastwood, Hutchinson, KS 67502 
Ellen Wilde, 110 Calle Pinonera, Santa Fe, NM 87505 
Betty Davenport, 11077 Victor Ave., Hesperia, CA 92345 
Betty Davenport, 11077 Victor Ave., Hesperia, CA 92345 
Ramona Osburn, 1325 Wagon Trail Drive, Jacksonville, OR 97530 
Betty Davenport, 11077 Victor Ave., Hesperia, CA 92345 
Shirley Backman, 1335 Hobe Road, Reno, NV 89503 
Thelma Chatfield, 2403 SW 122nd PI., Seattle, WA 98146 

The American Penstemon Society is a non-profit, unincorporated plant society 
dedicated to the advancement of knowledge about Penstemons, their 
introduction into cultivation, and the development of new and improved 
cultivars. The Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society is published in July 
and December. Bulk postage is paid in Denver, Colorado. 

BULLETIN OF THE 

AMERICAN PENSTEMON SOCIETY 

Volume 47 Number 2 December 1988 

Features 

Penstemon Hybrids in the Glacier National Park Area 
Robin Lodewick 

Response of Cut Flower Spikes of Penstemon digitalis 'Husker Red' 

3 

to Floral Preservatives and Chilling Periods 7 
D.T. Lindgren, D. Whitney and J. Fitzgerald 

Germinating Penstemons from Old Seed 
George Yingling 

Departments 

Letters from Robin Members .............................................. .12 
Members' Trips .................................................................... 36 
Meeting Reports ................................................................... 38 
Upcoming Meetings ............................................................ .39 
Notes from the Robin Director. ........................................... .40 
Editorial Notes ..................................................................... 41 
Books about Penstemons ..................................................... 42 
Obituaries ............................................................................. 42 
Cover Penstemons ................................................................ 43 

Cover: 

9 

Front cover: Penstemon secundiflorus. Back cover: Penstemon harbourii. 
Photography by Loraine Yeatts. 
For more information on these species see page 43. 

~ ---~----~~-----~--------------------



two inches 

Figure A: Penstemon ellipticus 

Penstemon Hybrids in the Glacier National Park Area 
by Robin Lodewick 

In July 1988 we finally saw our last two unfamiliar Dasanthera species, 
Penstemon ellipticus and P. lyallii, growing in Montana near the Canadian 
border. Like all live plants, they showed characteristics that do not appear 
in botanical illustrations or herbarium specimens, and so are worth telling 
about. 

American Penstemon Society members at the Northwest meeting were 
taken to see several colonies of each species. The first was twenty miles 
west of Glacier National Park, where the road to the Therriault Lakes 
crosses a steep, dry, gravely slope at about 5,000' elevation. In the ditch 
alongside grows a dark blue member of Subsection Humiles, P. albertinus 
(the corollas we saw had no guidelines, but other characteristics fitted P. 
albertinus exactly). Above the road are a dozen or more clumps of pale 
violet P. lyallii, with its very narrow pointed leaves. Below the road the 
slope is covered with mats of purple P. ellipticus. 

Penstemon ellipticus is so much like other low shrubbies that it can be 
mistaken for them. In fact all of us called this patch P.fruticosus, thinking 
that crossing with P. lyallii explained the varied leaf shapes, some sharp 
pointed, some blunt. Later, studying reference books, we realized that the 
plants had to be P. ellipticus x lyallii. The nearest known P.fruticosus, P.f 
var. scouleri, is found thirty miles north or seventy miles west, and has 
leaves almost as narrow as P.lyallii. (Shaw and On's Plants ofWaterton
Glacier National Parks, a useful guide with fme illustrations, lists P. 
fruticosus and the "similar appearing" P. lyallii, but the photo shown is of P. 
ellipticus.) 

In his thesis on subgenus Dasanthera, Dr. Albert Every says that P. 
lyallii is genetically least like other members of the subgenus, while P. 
ellipticus is most like all the others. Yet the two species are also closest 
each to the other. Dr. Every mentions natural hybrids between P. ellipticus 
and P. lyallii in the Glacier area, and three-way crosses between them and 
P.fruticosus in Canada and Idaho. So how do we decide what we saw? 

Penstemon lyallii and P. ellipticus, together with a neighbor in the 
northern Rocky Mountains, P. montanus, are the three Dasanthera species 
that are deciduous rather than evergreen. Penstemon lyallii is the only 
Dasanthera species that is herbaceous, not shrubby. It is also unlike its 
relatives in bearing a spreading inflorescence with 4-5 nodes and 5-flowered 
cymes. The plant sends up many slender, 12-24" stems with grasslike 
leaves that are narrow (one tenth as wide as long), thin and slightly serrate. 
On all plants we saw in Montana, foliage was pale green. 
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The quickest way to distinguish P. ellipticus is by the leaves. They are 
truly elliptic, with rounded ends. They are also thin, often quite serrate, and 
dark green. On flowering stems the leaves have no petioles and are at least 
half as wide as long. Occasionally the outer tip of the leaf is wide, with 
jagged teeth the whole way across. Sterile-stem leaves have petioles, are a 
bit narrower and a bit longer, but also show the blunt tip (Fig. A). In 
contrast, leaves of P./ruticosus, while varying in shape and serration, 
always have acute tips, and those on sterile stems are twice as big as those 
on flowering stems. 

The stand of P. ellipticus that grew below P. lyallii on the Therriault 
Road was plainly hybrid. All leaves were medium width, some blunt-ended 
but others with acute tips. 
Inflorescences seemed 
short, but do not show 
clearly in our photographs. 
True P. ellipticus has a 
compact flower-head with 
only three nodes, while P. 
fruticosus has long, narrow, 
bare-looking heads with 
five or six nodes. One stalk 
of P. ellipticus which I drew 
later, with a four-node 
inflorescence and some 
pointed leaves, grew in 
another possibly hybrid 
colony (Fig. B). 

The next day, in Glacier 
National Park,we took the 
Going-to-the-Sun Highway 
to the Continental Divide at 
Logan Pass. Penstemon 
lyallii appeared at 4,100', 
just before a tunnel. For 
seven miles beyond this the 
highway runs between a 
cliff on one side and a drop
off on the other. 
Penstemon lyallii covers the 
cliff, but there are few 
places to stop. 
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Figure B: Penstemon elliplicus (x [yaWl) 
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Where the highway crosses the pass, at 6,600', a colony of P. ellipticus 
grows on the gravel shoulder of the road. We had been told to look for it by 
Dr. Dee Strickler, the excellent botanist and wildflower photographer who 
gave a program for our meeting. This colony is apparently a pure stand, 
having broad leaves on the flowering stems and compact heads. A few 
hundred feet lower down, other plants along the road bear narrower leaves, 
occasionally with acute tips, and show longer inflorescences. These plants 
grow 2 mi. south of the P. [yallii belt along the highway and almost 1,000' 
higher. 

Dr. Every states in his thesis that penstemon hybrids, even when fertile, 
are unlikely to spread because they are not adapted to the habitat of either 
parent. However, P. ellipticus and P. [yallii both like rocky slopes. The 
former ranges from 3,000-9,000' in elevation, the latter from 2,000-8,000', 
making a wide overlap. What seemed to be P. ellipticus x [yallii hybrids 
grew above, below, near to and also far from what we took to be their P. 
[yallii parent. Perhaps the mixing is widespread enough to be called gene 
flow. On the other hand, if P./ruticosus var. scouleri should be found closer 
to Glacier Park, it might well be the hybridizer, as it also overlaps in 
altitudinal range (600-5,000') and looks more like P. ellipticus. Why, we 
wondered, if crossing was occurring, did no P. [yaIlii show evidence of it? 

The flowers of the two Glacier Park species looked alike. Both corollas 
were long, about 40 mrn, and (unlike P./ruticosus) deeply ridged and 
pleated on all sides. Both were unusually narrow from side to side, but P. 
ellipticus most so. Buds on P. lyallii were almost white, while on P. 
ellipticus they were dark yellow, just as its flowers showed a deeper color. 
In both species the calyx was very long: one third the length of the corolla. 
Calyx lobes (sepals) on P. [yaIlii were long, narrow and herbaceous. On P. 
ellipticus they were long, very broad (although called linear by Cronquist in 
Vascular Plants of the Northwest!) and thin-textured without being scarious. 
Because of this breadth and the extreme narrowness of the corolla, the calyx 
on P. ellipticus tended to stand out from the corolla like a collar. We found 
this a distinctive trait. 

It was the front view of the flowers that startled us. The stalk of P. 
lyallii that I took for later study turned out to have corollas with closed 
(personate) throats. This is not supposed to happen. Although the petal 
lobes spread more than those of the known personate species (P. persona/us 
and P. hirsutus), the lower lip arched up to completely close the throat 
opening. The middle lobe of the lower lip, in addition, was reduced to a 
little round tab between the two big outer lobes. This blew my mind-until I 
remembered Murphy's Law for Botanists, which states: "Any specimen you 
pick out to study will be abnormal." Checking our photographs, I found that 
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most of the P. lyallii plants in them appeared to have nonnal open throats 
with the three lower lobes equal in size (Fig. C). 

hybrid? 

species 

two inches 

Further study of P. ellipticus 
corollas leads me to believe that the 
closed throats are evidence of 
hybridization. Penstemon 
ellipticus flowers have long, 
projecting lower lips with short, 
roundish petal lobes at the end. 
Penstemon lyallii flowers nonnally 
have upper and lower lips about the 
same length (shorter than in P. 
ellipticus) but with long clefts 
between the lobes. Mixing the 
middle of a P. eilipticus lower lip 
into a P. lyallii lip might well 
produce a personate swelling. More 
serration of the leaves on this stalk 
could also have resulted from gene 
mixture. Some years ago, a single 
P. lyallii that grew at Denver 
Botanic Gardens had, according to 
my notes, stiff, serrate, dark green 

Figure C: Penstemon lyallii (x ellipticus) leaves. Maybe my eyes played 
tricks on me. Maybe that plant also 

was P. lyallii x ellipticus. 
Hybridization, as cause of the personate flowers, is a theory it would 

take research to prove. Other explanations are possible. Disease or insect 
damage can cause morphological changes. For instance, one year a P. 
campanulatus in our garden put up a stem with leaves in threes instead of 
the nonnal twos. Distorted flowers are common in penstemon, from genetic 
mistake or other reasons. We have a P. smallii that, year after year, bears 
flowers with seven petal lobes, and a P. pruinosus with petal-like wings on 
the staminode. Plants in the wild, as well as in gardens, occasionally 
produce staminodes with partially developed anther sacs on them. 

The northern Dasanthera have not been much seen or studied. It looks 
as if interesting research could be done on their variability and the natural 
crossing between them. If the Northwest meeting of the American 
Penstemon Society is held in northern Idaho next year, as planned, members 
may locate three-way crosses between P. ellipticus,fruticosus, and lyallii. If 
we do, we will have a lot of trouble knowing what we are looking at! 
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Response of Cut Flower Spikes of Penstemon digitalis 'Husker 
Red' to Floral Preservatives and Chilling Periods 

by D.T. Lindgren, D. Whitney and J. Fitzgerald 
Department of Horticulture, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska 

68583-0724 

Limited infonnation is available evaluating penstemon as a cut flower 
(Lindgren, 1986). As part of a special undergraduate project by Dora 
Whitney, flower spikes of Penstemon digitalis 'Husker Red' (Lindgren, 
1984) were evaluated as cut flowers in 1983 and 1984 at the University of 
Nebraska West Central Research and Extension Center, North Platte, 
Nebraska. The 1984 study is reported here. 

Field grown flower spikes with two to three open buds at the top of each 
spike were placed in distilled water for 0, I, 7 or 14 days in cool, dark 

Table 1. Summary of average vase life, average weight loss per spike and average 
solution uptake per spike pretreated with cool/dark storage times of 0, I, 7 and 14 days 
and placed in solutions of 'F1oralife', 'Rogard' and distilled water. 

Treatment Average Average Average 
Vase Life Wt. Loss/Spike Water Use/Spike 

(days) (gm) (ml) 
o Days in CoollDark Storage Pretreatment 
Floralife 11.7 ay 1.4 b 134.5 a 
Rogard 9.3 b 7.8 a 124.8 a 
Water 7.8 b 6.6 a 129.7 a 

1 Day in Cool/Dark Storage Pretreatment 
Floralife 11.3 a 1.6 c 130.5 a 
Rogard 8.7 b 6.0b 112.0 a 
Water 7.2c 9.1 a 104.8 a 

7 Days in Cool/ Dark Storage Pretreatment 
Floralife 10.0 a 0.8c 115.8 a 
Rogard 8.3 b 3.2b 103.3 a 
Water 7.5 b 6.0 a 110.8 a 

14 Days in Cool/Dark Storage Pretreatment 
Floralife 14.00 a 4.1 b 188.4 a 
Rogard 9.25 b 12.2a 124.5 b 
Water 11.35 ab 13.8 a 185.2 a 

Values in a column within each treatment period followed by the same letter are not significantly different at the 
5% probability level. Duncan's Multiple Range TesL 
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storage at a temperature of 4° C. The spikes were removed from the 
cooVdark storage at the end of the specified times and placed in vases 
containing solutions of either 'Floralife' (0.9 gmIL), 'Rogard' (S.7 gmIL), or 
distilled water. The vases with the flower spikes were placed on a 
laboratory bench with overhead fluorescent lights. The solution in each 
vase was measured and refilled daily, replacing the solution lost by 
transpiration. Data were collected on vase life (useful cut flower time), 
change in spike weight, and total 
solution use for the vase life period 
(Table 1). The study began on 14 
June 1984 with an average indoor 
temperature of 27.So C during the 
experiment. Three spikes were 
included in each treatment using a 
randomized complete block 
experimental design with four 
replicates. Only solution 
treatments within each cold storage 
pretreatment were statistically 
analyzed together. 

'Floralife' extended vase life 
more than 'Rogard' or distilled 
water for all cooVdark storage 
times. There was also less weight 
loss of the spikes with 'Floralife' 
for all four cooVdark storage times 
in the 1984 study. For example, 
weight loss of spikes that were in 
cool storage for seven days varied 
from .Slgm with 'Floralife' to 
6.01gm with distilled water. 
'Floralife' increased water uptake 
by flower spikes over 'Rogard' and distilled water, which may account for 
the increased vase life in the 'Floralife' solutions. 

These initial results indicate that P. digitalis 'Husker Red' might have 
potential as a cut flower. Floral preservatives also appear to be useful in 
extending the vase life of 'Husker Red' penstemon. 

References: 
Lindgren, D. T. 1984. "Husker Red' Penstemon. HortScience 19(3):459. 
Lindgren, D. T. 1986. Penstemon as Cut Flowers. Bull. of the Amer. Penstemon Soc. 

No. 45-2:19-21. 
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Germinating Penstemons from Old Seed 
by George Yingling 

Although I do purchase some penstemon plants because I am anxious to 
see how various species perform here in Ohio, I somehow do not feel that a 
plant is mine unless I raise it from seeds or from a cutting. And so I raise 
many species from seed. I suppose I am like many other "seed-a-holics" in 
that I seldom sow all the available seed, and always have some seeds left 
over after sowing. I reseal the leftover seed packets and place them in a 
Mason jar, or other suitable sealable container, and place the container in a 
spare refrigerator we keep in the basement. As you all well know, such 
collections build and suddenly you realize there are many packets of unused 
seeds, and in my case, some are ten years old. 

Last March I decided to reduce the size of my collection and started 
stratifying leftover seeds. I placed them in zipper sandwich bags along with 
fine vermiculite, which I happened to have handy, and added enough drops 
of water to moisten the mixture but not have it too wet. I placed a plastic 
tag in the bag with the name of the plant from which the seed came, rolled 
up the bag, and after completing a quantity of these bags, bound them 
together with a rubber band and placed them in the refrigerator at 
approximately 34°F. 

I intended to sow these stratified seeds a month later but a number of 
things developed, including considerable travel. That caused me to delay 
examining the packets until October. I found that seeds had already 
sprouted in ten of the fifty or more bags. In some cases the sprouts were 
almost an inch long with pale yellow cotyledon leaves and a long hair-like 
root. The roots were entwined and snarled. 

I had had a bit of experience with this situation before and decided to 
try saving as many of the sprouts as possible. I often use plug-trays that 
have 128 plugs per standard plastic flat for transplanting small seedlings. 
The plug cavities are approximately 1" square and 2-1/4" deep, tapering 
from top to bottom and with a hole in the bottom about the size of a pencil. 
I filled the cavities with slightly damp Metro-Mix 250, a seeding mixture, 
and made holes in each cavity with a pencil. I then carefully dumped the 
sprout mix out of the zipper bags onto a flat surface and gingerly tried to 
separate snarled roots without breaking them. Carefully grasping the 
cotyledon leaves with my fingers, I inserted the tiny root into the hole until 
only about 1/4" of the seedling protruded above the surface of the mix. Still 
lightly holding the top of the seedling by the cotyledon leaves, I used the 
butt end of the pencil to firm the mixture around the seedling. When I 
completed a flat, I placed it in a tray of water to pennit the mix to absorb 
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water from the bottom and in doing so firm the mix around the tiny plant 
root. This is a tedious method but has turned out to be quite successful. 
After transplanting, the trays of seedlings are put under high-pressure 
sodium lights. So far 50-90% of the seedlings have survived. Some 
varieties have done better than others; however all tend to stretch (become 
leggy). 

When I transplant again, I will plant them deeper (up to the first set of 
leaves) to overcome the leggy problem. This can be done with almost any 
seedling with good results; I have done it often. 

Here is a list of penstemon species and cultivars I treated in this way, 
and the number of transplants for each: 

P. angustifolius 32 
P. secundiflorus 32 
P. grandiflorus (bradburyi) 32 
P; cobaea 32 
P. barbatus 40 
P. comarrhenus 48 
P. 'Elfin Pink' 48 
P. species, white fls. 40 

Most of these plants germinated from seeds I purchased at Plants of the 
Southwest at the 1987 meeting in Santa Fe. Penstemon 'Elfm Pink' was 
from my own collecting and was dated 1985, as was P. grandiflorus 
(bradburyi). Penstemon comarrhenus seeds were from Denver Botanic 
Gardens. 

I had quite a number of sprouts of 'Elfin Pink' left over that were hard 
to separate, so I decided to plant the "clusters" in four of the holes I had 
made in the plug cavities just to see what would develop. Yesterday, 
November 9, 1988, I found clusters of sturdy seedlings with several sets of 
leaves crowded in each of the four cavities. I pushed the end of a pencil up 
through the hole in the bottom of the plugs releasing the plugs intact. I was 
then able to carefully separate seedlings with nice long roots and transplant 
sixty more seedlings of this hybrid that grows well here and is long lived. It 
is an old timer that grows approximately 24-30" tall, and has pink blossoms 
with some of the characteristics of P. barbatus. Here again I planted ,the 
seedlings deep, right up to the bottom set of leaves. 

The seeds that did not sproUL in the refrigerator were sown over a period 
of two weeks in late October and early November. Of particular interest 
have been seeds of P. spectabilis, dated 1977, that have shown twelve 
sprouts so far and P. hirsutus, dated 1980, that are coming up like grass, 
many, many sprouts. I also have approximately eighteen sprouts of P. 
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whippleanus from seeds dated 1985. Others dating from 1984 to 1986 are 
beginning to sprout a bit but are too young yet to be dependable. 

While I resorted to the zipper bag technique because I was intent upon 
cleaning out my seed collection (and I still have a ways to go), I get best 
results by seeding in trays that are placed outside during the winter and 
allowed to sprout in the spring. However, this is a slower process. I also 
know of folks who have pre-sprouted seeds of various kinds using moist 
toweling in covered dishes with success. 

In previous articles you will fmd that members recommend holding flats 
that have not shown sprouts over until the next year and giving them another 
chance. This often proves successful. I have also placed stubborn flats in 
the refrigerator for a second period of low temperature with some success. 
Wildflower seeds can lay dormant many years and suddenly germinate. Dig 
new ground and watch the weed seeds sprout! Try as one may some seeds 
refuse to germinate. But do not give up too soon! 

Penstemon angustifolius 
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Letters from Robin Members 

Carl S. Amason, Calion, Arkansas 
July 5,1988 

As usual. P. digitalis is the most outstanding local species in my 
immediate area. They are a nice white. I did have a few volunteer P. tenuis, 
and I have lost all my P. smaIlii. I ordered a few plants from Colorado. 
some penstemons that I planted in pea gravel. The plants were tiny but all 
the penstemons. maybe three species. died. except P. pinifolius and it has 
not bloomed but actually looks like it is prospering. 

The photographs in this robin are revealing. I look at the adobe soil and 
full sun the penstemons are growing in and shudder. I know nothing that 
looks like that soil except for badly worn cement parking lots, but the 
penstemons themselves are beautiful plants, strong in stem and character, 
and electrifying in color: shocking blues, purples, reds, pinks, almost the 
entire spectrum. 

Shirley Backman, Reno, Nevada 
September 4, 1988 

When the robin arrived, Carl and I were headed for a backpacking trip 
into the Rubies, mostly to collect seed. This time we were within a few 
hours of the trail head in Lamoille Canyon, near Elko in northeastern 
Nevada. For the most part we picked eriogonum seeds, but we didn't get 
much actual seed, perhaps because the year was so dry. It was past 
penstemon season, but one plant was blooming in the campground. I 
assumed it was P. procerus ssp. modestus, but Margaret Williams said it 
didn't look like it to her and she is going to check out to see whether it could 
be ssp.formosus. Penstemon p. ssp.formosus is the subspecies that grows 
on Mt. Rose, our local 10,800' peak. Maybe I could try to find it-if Carl 
feels like another climb. 

Penstemon procerus ssp. modestus seems to come in two different 
forms, one taller and uglier. I have been wanting to get to where they grow 
together at Overland Lake, two days from either end of the trail. I think 
there is a way to reach it from the side, which I would like to do, so I can 
measure an area and see whether the plants are from discrete universes [sic]. 
They certainly seemed different to me. J could hardly believe the 
herbarium, but the difference is purely size. I remember them as totally 
intermingled and with a few intermediates, but I have learned I can't trust 
my memory. 

In the garden the Mexican hybrid penstemon plant I boUght at Boyce 
Thompson Arboretum is finally in bloom. I can't believe how difficult it 
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has been for me to get that one into flower. I am not sure what kind of care 
the seedlings need, but they aren't getting it from me. I had a couple of 
Utah State hybrids bloom-not too exciting-but I have quite a few coming 
along. I will try to plant some seeds from those that bloomed, to see if I get 
variation. 

Frances Burrell, Lovell, Wyoming 
Sept. 20, 1988 

May and June penstemons in the garden were a flop. They have now 
revived and the rebloom has been colorful. Sometime I look forward to a 
large clump of the Utah State hybrids, but I keep giving offshoots to those 
who remark about its glowing purple. Summerl(X)° heat that went on and 
on reduced my seedlings of other species to one P. ovatus, but it is a strong 
one. 

From a Montana nursery this spring I purchased a large pot labeled 
'Prairie Fire'. Once I grew that, directly from Glenn Viehmeyer, and so I 
know that the unattractive blossoms on the purchased plant were not 
correctly named. 

Virginia Carlson, Fullerton, California 
June 28,1988 

We had a dry winter and expect little or no rain this summer until 
October or November. We are asked to use 10% less water but no rationing 
at present. If my roses have to be dry in August, it won't be so bad, if I can 
water in September again. I have P. eatomi plants where they get some 
water weekly and they have been blooming steadily. 

I took some seed from packs in a robin and now have some P. 
pseudospectabilis, P. strictus, and P. palmeri seedlings in 4" pots. At 
Horticulture Society the other night the speaker from a horticulture 
department of a community college suggested putting seed needing 
stratification on a wet paper towel in a plastic baggie that seals, and putting 
that in the fridge for a few weeks. I may try it. Putting the whole 4" pot in 
takes a lot of space. If I put the seed in wet peat moss and sand, it 
sometimes dries out-I didn '[ seal the bags. 

August 11 , 1988 
The penstemons have been the best ever this year. We returned from a 

trip in early June and as we drove up to the house I thought to myself, "Isn't 
this the most beautiful yard I've ever seen! For Wrightwood, that is." There 
has been a sequence of bloom starting with P. cardwellii 'Roseus', P. 
fruticosus ssp. serratus, P. rydbergii, then P. strictus and P. hirsutus and the 
Anza hybrids. Right now a border of P. pinifolius mixed with some yellow 
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violas is delightful. Anza hybrids are blooming for the second time. 
Penstemon kunthii is blooming, as is P. campanuJatus. This is the first year 
for P. campanulatus and I was surprised to have a lovely mixture of pink. 
lavender and blue-not what I expected from a plant named P. 
campanulatus. 

I must tell you about P.floridus. I thought I had lost it, but this spring it 
came up ina dirt driveway. We carefully avoided it driving in and out all 
summer. It bloomed and set seed. Then a few weeks ago we had some top 
soil delivered and the truck wheel went over the plant. mashing it into the 
ground, but missing the seed stalk. I was heartsick! Yesterday, I noticed 
that the seed pods are opening and there are little green sprouts coming 
through again. What a tough plant. 

We made a trip to Anza Borrego in April. One afternoon as we were 
walking along a dry water course we came upon a huge plant of penstemon. 
It was 18" high, full of purplish red blooms, foliage like P. centranthifolius. 
I didn't have my camera or drawing equipment and the details have slipped 
away, but it was a beautiful sight. It was the only plant I could find. 

On another trip to Lone Pine, we drove up the Eastern Sierra to Horse
shoe Meadow. About half way up we found many penstemon plants-gray, 
almost linear leaves, small shrubs, with blossoms of a lavender blue. I think 
it could be P. papillatus. The seed wasn't ripe. I tried some slips 
unsuccessfully. 

Two years ago a controlled bum was made a few miles from our home. 
This spring there was a lovely display of P. spectabilis-a hillside of 
lavender-blue among the bright green of the newly-sprouted chaparral. 

Thelma Chatfield, Seattle, Washington 
May 26, 1988 

Spring is breaking out allover the place and do I love it! So much in 
bloom I wonder what will be left for later. The penstemons have mostly 
gone over but P. newberryi was especially lovely with layers of color. It is a 
good deep red shrubby with white exserted stamens. It comes from 
California and Nevada and so can be lost in a bad winter. I spent one wet 
afternoon transplanting seedlings of a subspecies of P. procerus from White 
Cloud Peaks, pink. about 8" high, above basal leaves. Would anyone know 
that one? I have dozens of seedlings. I grow mostly shrubbies because they 
are easy here. The easiest way to start them is from cuttings as many root 
along the stem. My eastern Washington cutting box has room for just five 
cuttings in a row. 

July 23, 1988 
We've had cool weather with overcast skies over the 4th so I celebrated 
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by moving some established plants and setting out some potted ones. It has 
turned very warm now so I shade and water. Besides fighting quack grass 1 
have been tearing out stands of Rubus calycinoides. a trailer that I love. It 
has crinkly, glistening leaves, and roots as it goes and gets into everything. I 
found it had enveloped a P. 'Carol' in a rock pocket. I cleaned it out and 
there was the penstemon, but it had developed a long sturdy caudex so it 
could get to the light. Talk about the "will to live!" 'Carol' is a Meyers' 
cross, a low shrubby with rich pink flowers and lovely roundish gray leaves. 
It has its roots back under the rocks for nutriment. 

Highlights of recent trips: A road cut in the Wenatchee Mts. hung with 
eight or ten plants of Lewisia tweedyi, in full bloom, of a yellow more than 
apricot color. Across the road on a north slope, a single plant of Clematis 
colwnbiana v. dissecta (?), probably, reddish-violet, 10". Later we 
scampered over quite an area looking for dried seed heads of Lewisia 
tweedyi. They become papery bracts, flowing with the wind. We knew 
where the plants were and finally counted twenty-eight seed for the ARGS 
Exchange. On the Beach Lake Trail on Mt. Rainier Rhododendron 
albiflorum was superb. No one collects this as it is not happy in lowland 
gardens. Usually it blooms little even in the mountains. Here it was just 
laden with flowers, cream-colored bells, the shrub 3-6', in moist situations. 
White avalanche lilies, Erythromum montanum, form drifts along the trail. 
There are many boggy areas where the tiny pink Kalmia polifolia var. 
microphylia blooms and later they are blue with gentians. Quite a place! 

Connie Marsch, Sunnyside, Washington 
May 6, 1988 

One of my P. gairdneri plants has bloomed beautifully this year and is 
setting seed now. The others are almost dead, and I will probably give up 
on them and replace them with seedlings, which are coming up in my cold 
frame right now. I took several pictures of the blooming plant and may be 
able to send one in this robin later on. By the way, the blooming one grows 
in afternoon shade in my desert garden. One of my white P. fruticosus 
plants was beautiful this spring. It has just finished blooming. I don't think 
the other one will bloom this year, in the "Dish Garden". 

Yes, I have been over the old road from Naches to Ellensburga number 
of times. I gathered seed from P. gairdneri there last year and will be 
transplanting the seedlings soon. 
August 12, 1988 

A number of penstemon seeds, planted last year, germinated this spring 
and were the first ones to be transplanted. I overdid the seeding again and 
germination was poor to great on different varieties. Others will not come 
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up until next spring, thank goodness! Of course a lot of seeds were of 
wildflowers other than penstemons and I ended up transplanting over 1,000 
(yes, one thousand is correct), all by myself to the tune of over fifty hours 
total time involved. I simply must control my urge to try so many different 
kinds next year. It is just more than one person can handle, and I can't seem 
to get anyone interested in Operation Wildflower in my garden club district, 
so I cannot expect any help. Most of the other wildflowers will be planted 
allover the state, but I will have lots of non-native penstemon left, and no 
place to plant them. I wish there were some way that I could get some of 
them to each of you. 

I have not had very good luck with my favorite, P. speciosus, in 
germination or transplanting and growing to maturity. So next year I think I 
will try planting the seeds in the special wick watered containers in which I 
planted P. procerus this year. They germinated well and the whole cube or 
sections of a cube can be put into pots, so that there isn't much shock. I will 
probably plant my P. pinifolius that way too. I had just a few seeds from my 
own plant last year, and a couple of them germinated, but later died. This 
year seed production from my plant is good and I am looking forward to 
trying again next year. Other seeds are maturing fast, and I have picked a 
lot already. If I can get them cleaned in time, most of them will go to the 
seed exchange. This year I planted about thirty-five different penstemons, 
including those from last year. I think next year I will only plant a few for 
Operation Wildflower and some new kinds for myself, though I don't know 
where in the world I will plant them. 

The second [television] dish garden is almost ready to plant. The first 
one is metal and had holes in it so drainage is not a problem. This one is 
solid Fiberglas, so we cut a section out of the tip, then dug a big hole in the 
ground and set it into the hole. Then we hauled several loads of rock from a 
nearby ridge to put in the bottom. I ordered five yards of sand and pea 
gravel and most of it went into the dish. The rest will be used for planting 
penstemons in pots and perhaps another row in the big garden. 

Lillian McBride, Spokane, Washington 
July 29,1988 

The area where the penstemons I got from Betty are growing is in need 
of a second weeding, but I see the penstemons peeking through. In several 
areas in back though, I believe all the penStemons are gone. I think it's our 
winters that take most penstemons. The weather seems mild but the freezes 
and thaws cause most of the losses. Even the P. richardsonii dies out and it 
grew wild on a railroad bank until the railroad sprayed and killed it. It was a 
pink one I loved. APS seed gave me a more flourescent pink that so far 
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needs replacement every couple of years. This is true of P. alpinus, also. 
What is a penstemon? When I first learned of them, the term 

"beardtongue" was used. I like it and it was the only name I'd ever heard. I 
had found a patch of beauties on a sandy bank. I was told they were P. 
glaber and though I tried them from a seed catalog, they weren't the same. 

September 29,1988 
Yes, Robin 7 members have varied conditions to work with. Even 

within Washington the group has completely different conditions. The coast 
is very wet and the soil is very acid, while the area in the center of the state 
was always called a desert before the Coulee Dam changed the climate. 
And my soil is very alkaline. Or it may be the water instead, as some of our 
wildflowers really grow in more acid conditions. Then we very often have 
severe winters where freezing and thawing are a bad problem. 

Ramona Osburn, Jacksonville, Oregon 
August 8, 1988 

It's good to be back from all my wanderings, though I enjoyed them 
immensely. On the Fourth of July Eleanor Gustafson and I started out for 
Idaho Falls to pick up Jeanne Anderson. On the way we made a detour to 
visit Pass Creek, where Kelseya uniflora and Petrophytum caespitosum 
grow. This has been a very dry year nearly everywhere, and Pass Creek was 
no exception. No penstemons were in evidence, and the Kelseya that were 
lower down on the rocks two years ago were no longer there (plenty higher 
up). I doubt if there would have been any seed to collect anyway. , 

Jeanne's garden was a delight. In May and early June it must have been 
spectacular. The rock garden winds from the parking area to the house, 
which is on a higher level. Constructed of tufa rock, that Jeanne finds 
locally in a rattlesnake-infested place, the garden contains a fantastic 
collection of rare and what I would consider hard-to-grow plants, such as 
Phlox bryoides and some of the penstemons less often seen. 

We drove across southwestern Wyoming to McKinnon, where we spent 
about five hours between McKinnon and Manila, looking for and not 
finding Penstemon acaulis. Gwen Kelaidis has since told us the location. 
We did find buns of various species of Astragalus and dwarf species of 
Phlox and Artemisia. We also found seeds of a penstemon which Gwen 
says is P. cleburnei, a new one to me. The next morning we took Highway 
191 from Flaming Gorge to Vernal, Utah. Two years ago in late June when 
Phyllis and I were on the way to Alpines '86 this road was a paradise of 
wildflowers. In early July, in a drier year, flowers were more scarce. 
Penstemon strictus was still in bloom, and on the road to the Red Cloud 
loop in the Uintas, just beyond where it parts from the paved road to East 
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Park Reservoir, we found the good small form of Penstemon caespitosus, 
that Phyllis and I had seen in bloom and growing with a large-flowered 
white phlox two years ago. 

Arriving in Denver we went to Denver Botanic Gardens. Later we 
picked out plants from Gwen's new nursery, and then Gwen took us to 
Homer Hill's nursery, where we bought more plants. On Saturday we drove 
to Mount Evans, by way ofEI Rancho and Highway 103. The Stones from 
Scotland were with us in their rented car. Along Hwy. 103 were good 
displays of Penstemon alpinus and Penstemon whippleanus in both its 
creamy white and plum purple forms. Mount Evans was at its best. At the 
summit, where we hadn't been able to go two years ago because of the 
buses, we found Eritrichium, Saxifraga chrysantha, Besseya alpina, 
Claytonia megarhiza, Primula angustifolia and many more good things. At 
Summit Lake were Mertensia viridis, Ranunculus adoneus, Polemonium 
viscosum, etc. 

On July lOwe headed for the Big Horns, making frequent stops on the 
Wyoming Plains to look at the bunneries. Jeanne was ecstatic at all the 
species of Astragalus. We were unable to identify several species of 
penstemons, but collected some seed. Just beyond Tie Siding we found 
Penstemon [arici/olius var. exilifolius in full bloom. It is one of my 
favorites. I have a few little plants from the seed Gwen sent to APS. 

We spent two delightful days in the Bighorns. On Hwy. Alternate 14, 
between Burgess Junction and the turnoff to Medicine Wheel at milepost 45, 
we found two beautiful blue penstemons, which I think were P. glaber, that 
has some white on its tube, and a smaller one, probably P. caryL Along the 
road to and just below the radar station, we found a very strange penstemon. 
It was a Dasanthera with large lavender purple flowers, limp hairy leaves 
quite irregularly toothed, and in fact quite hairy allover. It must be a form 
of P. montanus, though unlike the pictures I have seen and much different 
from the form north of Ketchum, Idaho, which had slightly toothed, 
crystalline leaves longer than wide. The cutting I took promptly expired, 
but a tiny plant that I dug and that looked D.O.A. has since put forth a green 
shoot. On the way down to Lovell we stopped at a scenic overlook where 
Frances Burrell had said we could find seed of Penstemon aridus along a 
trail. After searching we found the tiny plants and collected some seed. We 
also found P. glaber in seed and a small amount of P. eriantherus seed. The 
next day at Duncum Mountain, where a fierce wind was blowing as usual, 
we found that seed of Aqui/egiajonesii was beginning to ripen. At Sheep 
Mountain Jeanne found one of my favorite plants, Clematis tenuiloba, the 
delightful dwarf fellow whose stems trail along the ground. So far I have 
been unable to obtain seed or to succeed in rooting cuttings. Hunt Mountain 
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had tiny plants of Townsendia montana, which fortunately are easy from 
seed. 

Beartooth Pass was pretty well dried up-no Douglasia montana, 
Saxifraga chrysantha, etc., though we did fmd Gentiana algida just ready to 
bloom. That night we stayed at the cabin of Jeanne's brother at Silver Gate, 
just outside Yellowstone. Leaving Jeanne with her family, we crossed the 
northern part of Yellowstone and then drove north to Crystal Lakes Resort 
in Fortine, Montana, where the first night's meeting of APS was scheduled 
to take place. The meeting was organized by Sally and Ellery Steward, 
daughter-in-law and son of Orville and Ellen, and an excellent job it was, 
too. On Friday night we had slides from the Montana Heritage Program on 
rare species in Montana, and on Saturday night Dr. Dee Strickler, author and 
photographer of Prairie Wildflowers and Forest Wildflowers, showed slides 
that he will use in his new book Alpine Wildflowers. 

On Saturday the group drove to Therriault Lakes in Ten Lakes Scenic 
Area, stopping along the way to look at penstemons. A bright blue Proceri 
was identified as P. attenuatus, and a Dasanthera as probably a cross 
between P.lyallii and P. ellipticus. These latter had long narrow leaves. 
One or two plants looked as if they might have had a little P. fruticosus 
mixed in, also. At Therriault Lake we walked along the shore, enjoying 
many woodland plants. On Sunday the group drove to Glacier National 
Park. As Eleanor had never been there, she and I started a little early so that 
we would have time to drive over Logan Pass to Lake St. Mary. We ate 
lunch at Lunch Creek, appropriately named. Ground squirrels, a marmot 
and a deer were nearby. Back at Logan Pass we took pictures of 
Penstemon ellipticus and said good-bye to several members of the group, all 
agreeing that we had a good meeting. We went home by way of White Bird 
Hill, south of Grangeville, Idaho. Penstemon venustus was in bloom, and 
we took pictures and collected some not very ripe seed, which I put in sugar 
water when I got home. 

We arrived home on the hottest day of the season so far, 109° in 
Medford, followed by several days only slightly less hot than that. Needless 
to say, cutting and plants bought in Colorado have suffered and watering has 
taken up a good bit of my time. 

August 8, 1988 
Thelma wondered if my seed beds have a glass cover. It isn't needed, a3 

we have considerably less rain here than Seattle does. Our normal rainfall is 
about 20". We are presently in our fourth year of below normal rainfall, this 
year so far having only about 12.3" for the season that ends August 31. The 
sand beds are about 10" deep. I used builder's sand, which is somewhat 
coarse, and topped it with pea gravel. Several penstemons that had been on 
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the point of expiring in their fonner location perked up immediately when 
transplanted into the sand beds. Among these were Penstemon pinifolius, 
P. gairdneri, P. virens, and the form of P. caespitosus from Rabbit Ears Pass. 
Penstemon pinifolius bloomed for the first time. My one plant of P. 
haydenii is of course delighted with the sand bed, and sent up several stalks 
of milky blue flowers. There won't be as many seed capsules as I had 
hoped, as insects and little green worms seemed to enjoy them, but I 
counted about two dozen still-green capsules on the stalks. The seeds are 
reputed to be hard to germinate. I think I'll try sanding and then soaking 
them. 

The penstemon with narrow, green, fascicled leaves from Jeanne's 
cuttings bloomed heavily. The flowers were white inside with violet purple 
guidelines, and the outer corolla was a plum violet. It is probably a form of 
P. campanulatus. The seeds, which Jeanne got from the exchange, were 
labeled something else. 

The plant that seems to do the best in this hot dry climate is Penstemon 
ambiguus. It bloomed for more than a month, during the hottest weather, its 
lovely pink and white flowers looking not at all disturbed by the heat. It is 
setting seed, too. 

Birdie Padavich, North Bend, Washington 
June 29,1988 

On a trip in the mountains last week, we found the bank of an old ski 
road covered with P.fruticosus, white with pale blue markings through deep 
bluish purple. I also found a white with magenta stripes and deep magenta 
at the end of the tube. I've never seen so many color fonns of P.fruticosus. 
I had some lovely color fonns of P. rupicola, some soft pinks, like Bruce 
Meyers used to work with. I have two red penstemons blooming. One has 
gray foliage, about 2' tall with a long tube and lip turning under; the other 
has plain green foliage, one blossom to a stem, flowers with a long slim 
tube, no turning back of lip. Penstemons did much better in the half barrel 
planters than in my rock garden. They were under plastic all winter so no 
rain fell on them. It's been years since we've had such a cold wet spring 
and summer. 

September 4, 1988 
The last month has been hot and dry-just one tiny rain storm, hardly 

wet the ground. It's been a chore to keep plants alive. The rhododendrons 
really suffered, with the top foliage burnt brown and yellow leaves in all the 
plants. These miserable moles run under everything. I caught six this last 
month. Our trip to the penstemon meeting was fun, in spite of all the rain 
and hail. Susiana had done a wonderful job organizing everything. We had 
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very good field trips. We saw hillsides and valleys of blooming 
penstemons, all new to me. There were mountains of flowers and lovely 
food which helps a lot when you've been out in the hills all day. The 
Glacier Park field trip ended in a rain and snow storm. The mountains were 
all in bloom. A number of penstemons were in bloom along the boardwalk 
you take to reach the mountain. Two or three miles puts you right on top. 
Mountain goats were grazing along the hillsides. We saw a number of 
interesting penstemons along the roadside from Whitefish to Glacier 
National Park, but traffic was bumper to bumper and no pull outs. Going up 
the pass I could look over the road sides and could see sheets of penstemons 
in bloom under the road edge. 

We left Montana after a visit to the Little Belt Mountains where 
penstemons lined the roadsides. We hiked up the road to the high plateau, a 
lovely warm day-but once on top the wind started to blow and an electric 
storm blew in, with rain, hail and snow. We collected seed of Aquilegia 
jonesii and made a hurried trip down off the mountain. After leaving 
Montana we found the weather hot and muggy and one million tourists. In 
Colorado roads were crowded and there were no trailer parks, not even a 
rest area All trail heads were full of cars and if you found parking, the trails 
were crowded, a solid line going up and coming down. July and August is 
no time to go to Colorado. On the high peaks 10,000 and 12,000', 
sometimes 14,000', you found rare and choice plants. We stayed a week in 
the mountains around Denver. The weather was hot, hot and always in a 
crowd. When it reaches 95°, I'm ready to give up and go home. It was nice 
seeing Shirley Backman and husband and the Hoitinks. We traveled 
together for three days, talking over old times. Their families are married or 
have jobs so they are alone. The Hoitinks will host the Northwest meeting 
in 1989. 

Bette Peterson, Seattle, Washington 
June 16, 1988 

Gennination has not been great. I am informed it is because of a cold 
spring. lmust have been asleep while it was happening. Some medium
sized blue penstemons are up and transplanted, but P. albertinus has not 
shown its cotyledons and P. 'Carol' x 'Rosy' and P. procerus are up (sown 
in situ). Of the shrubbies P.fruticosus v. serratus 'Holly' with most 
attractive small, serrated leaves and P. rupicola x barrettiae bloomed in light 
and dark rosy-lavender. Penstemon pinifolius, facing south, is a riot of 
scarlet and nearby Lychnis x haageana, even more scarlet. The very small 
P. tusharensis and P. teucrioides I purchased are finally looking healthy and 
spreading. Of the tall herbaceous species, P. digitalis is blooming next to 
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Rosa 'New Dawn', and has white somewhat narrow, tubular flowers and, 
although less than blatant, makes a good filler in the perennial bed. 
Penstemon barbatus, facing south, seems overwhelmed by other perennials 
and may need moving. The sensation, in rich soil, on the north side of the 
south fence is a 24" clump of P. 'Floradale' with reddish-scarlet, wide tubes, 
red and white lined on the inside. And P. murrayanus is beginning to send 
its architectural sterns up the fence. It has the same lively personality as 
Phormium. tenax. The shell-leaved P. grandiflorus (bradburyi) did not live 
over the winter: aphids, slugs or not enough sun? I'll try again because the 
gray leaves are worth having as winter foliage. 

August 18, 1988 
P. rostriflorus with narrow fiery tubes, against a brown fence, has been 

blooming for a month and still does so. It needs staking in the perennial 
bed, and so does P. cardinalis, hardly cardinal in color, more crimson
magenta. 

The prize is P. superbus that Mark McDonough raved about: shell-like 
leaves similar to P. grandif/orus with neat short tubes and revolute edges in 
an exquisite scarlet coral. It has just now bloomed. Also against the fence 
is that scarlet character P. murrayanus, also currently blooming, with 
charming connate leaves: the architect's plant. 

Erma Pilz, Albuquerque, New Mexico 
June 27,1988 

The bulk of penstemon bloom is now over save a few plants corning 
into bloom from seed Betty Davenport sent last year. What they are will 
remain a mystery until full bloom is reached, as I have as usual mixed or 
lost labels. Penstemon strictus remains the mainstay of my garden, 
followed by P. ambiguus which is just going out of bloom. New this year 
was a plant of P. attenuatus, very pretty in a modest sort of way. 
Penstemon rydbergii var. aggregatus did not reappear, nor did P. palmeri, 
although the huge colonies of it at a crossroads out of the city (deliberately 
seeded there by highway people) were outstanding and very fragrant so I am 
told. I am not getting out as much as I would like to do because arthritis 
limits me more and more, but I can get out occasionally, most recently to a 
spot in the mountains known as Funnel Springs. There is a sizable spring 
there and a series of ponds-shallow now but once maintained as trout 
raising pools by the original owners of the land. I have gone there through 
the years to gather watercress. There are reeds, Mimulus and water parsnip 
in abundance. Penstemon comarrhenus should be blooming now, but I saw 
none of that, but hundreds of an orchid (Epipactis gigantea) in bloom that I 
have never noticed before. This appears rarely in a few spots in New 
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Mexico and usually in a dark brown form. However. here, the flower is 
more strongly a yellow-green with pink veining, a small but pretty little 
thing with ten to twelve I" long blooms to a stern. There is a quantity of the 
rose colored "bluets" (Hedeoma) in the drier surrounding area, but few 
penstemons other than the ubiquitous P. barbatus here. 

Good friends Ted Hodoba and his wife called to corne and see a 
"wedding" that had been in their yard. I supposed one of the daughters had 
had a wedding in their lovely garden amid penstemons and garden pools 
filled with water lilies. Instead they showed me a simply amazing hybrid 
penstemon that had spontaneously shown up ~n their garden. It had heavy 
gray leaves and a single tall stalk with P. strictus (dark blue) blossoms that 
appeared larger than the usual P. strictus. It was very showy. a very 
desirable garden plant, and occurred between a regular P. strictus plant and a 
P. pseudospectabilis, the most likely parents, although I did notice a P. 
grandiflorus (bradburyl) in the general area, also. 

Jan Del Mastro took me out for a preview of Cactus Hill, a place Gussie 
Schooley discovered and photographed. This is a much drier, desert-like . 
area near Santa Fe, New Mexico, but it has quantities of interesting plants 
and ferns you would not expect in such a place. Tall, stocky blue elderberry 
trees, usually found much further south, selaginella, also unexpected in such 
an environment, cat claw acacia, usually more southerly, and bush morning 
glory, countless yellow composites, Dalea, Amorpha, and a hill and 
roadsides covered with the gauzy pink of P. ambiguus in quantities such as 
you can't imagine! But many of the plants I expected to see had not showed 
up this year. A dry open winter was not conducive for a yield of 
wildflowers. Which brings me to tell of a friend who said she simply had to 
have "fairy" penstemon in her garden. No one knew what she was talking 
about: Her instructor on a field trip had mention the "prairie penstemon," 
m~anm~ P. ambiguus, and she misheard. "I think by George, she got it!" I 
think fairy penstemon describes it more accurately than our local name for 
it: sand penstemon. 

Judith Phillips, Veguita, New Mexico 
July 20,1988 

Time s~ms to be passing very quickly this year. Regarding penstemon, 
I have very lIttle news to report. This spring the only new-to-me one I have 
been working with is P. buckleyi. It germinated very well, as did all the 01<1 
standbys. I am very happy with the poly row cover-no losses due to 
a~rasion or overheating. I think the white reflects heat a bit, an asset in our 
chmate. 

My only news, and I think it is great news, is that the Native Plant 
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Society of New Mexico has commissioned me to do a landscape master plan 
for the Visitor Center at Bosque Del Apache Wildlife Refuge south of 
Socorro in central New Mexico. The landscape will be a demonstration 
garden for mostly local native plants. The Native Plant Society will be 
involved in the project in an ongoing role, helping with work/study 
programs at the Refuge. Of course there couldn't be a native garden there 
without Penstemon ambiguus which already grows in masses other places 
on the Refuge. I also intend to draw on regionally endemic species like P. 
buckleyi, P. linarioides, P. strictus and also to stretch the range quite a bit to 
see what others will work there. The project will be quite challenging and 
even more fun! So, within a few years there should be a new penstemon 
showplace in central New Mexico. Philip Norton, the Refuge director, 
would like to expand the visitor season there. The gardens are intended to 
provide a late spring through autumn draw while winter birds are 
vacationing elsewhere. A selection of plants used in the landscape will also 
focus on attracting as wide a range of songbirds, year around residents, as 
possible. 

Vaclav Plestil, Turnov, Czechoslovakia 
October 1,1988 

One day I got a very nice letter from Mr. Orville M. Steward, and with 
it the "Welcome Aboard" of the American Penstemon Society; thus I am a 
new member. Orville wrote me about many things, and sent me the APS 
Manual For Beginners, which is very interesting and so very useful for me 
although I am not a true beginner. Since childhood I have been interested in 
plants and this hobby guided me to my first rock garden, now just forty 
years ago. I grew several penstemons there, too. After the World War 
penstemon seeds were sometimes available here from seed dealers (in that 
time still private) mostly originating from Burpee's, but mostly hybrids too 
tall for a rock gardener's purposes, and people did not know proper 
requirements of these plants. Among the rock gardeners mostly members of 
the subgenus Dasanthera became popular, P. davidsonii ssp. menziesii in 
innumerable forms and hybrids with both P.fruticosus and P. rupicola. 
Probably also of this origin were the lovely cushion-forming plants, only 2" 
high, with very distinctly glossy and dark green, nearly rounded leaves, sold 
by Karel Stivin's nursery and labeled at that time as P. cristatus. They were 
propagated only vegetatively. I remember a very nice colony of this 
penstemon in the garden of Mrs. Vera Stepankova in Nova Paka. But I 
doubt if this lovely plant is still in cultivation here; I have not seen it in the 
last years. 

As I have my own Index Seminum and a private exchange of seed with 
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many people and botanical institutions all over the world, I tried to get some 
penstemons too in this way. But in the case of botanical gardens it is 
miraculous under how many different names you can get P. serrulatus or P. 
hirsutus, and sometimes even P. whippleanus. Later I got some seed from 
my friend Mrs. Margaret M. Williams of Sparks, Nevada and from the Seed 
Exchange of the American Rock Garden Society. From this source there are 
many interesting plants and in many cases they are true to name. And in the 
last two years Mrs. Sally Walker and Sonia Lowzow from Arizona, Mr. 
Panayoti Kelaidis living in Denver, and Mrs. Wanda Lahmann from 
Washington have helped me greatly. Now I have a lot of seedlings, some 
doing better and some less dynamic in growth. 

My own experience from the summer of 1986 when I was in America, 
attending the "Alpines 86" in Colorado was most valuable. Before the 
conference proper I traveled through part of California with my friend 
Wayne Roderick, in Nevada with Margaret Williams, and then in Arizona 
with Sonia Lowzow, Roy Davidson, Steve Knutson and Henrik Zetterlund 
of Goteborg, Sweden. I couldn't have better guides!! And after the meeting 
proper I continued north and spent the last week in the West with friends in 
Washington, visiting the Wenatchee Mountains. During this long trip I saw 
penstemons in the wild, in their natural conditions, for the first time. The 
first one was P. newberryi in the Sierra Nevada. These were star hours in 
my life, to see (and of course photograph) such a tremendous number of 
lovely plants I had only read about before!! 

Unforgettable were P. speciosus in the Lake Tahoe area, and on Mt. 
Rose in Nevada and also Peavine Mt., indigo blue flowering plants at their 
best. Another unforgettable moment was my first meeting with P. azureus 
in a valley below Fuller Lake on the border of Placer and Nevada Counties, 
California, where it grew together with Mimulus (Diplacus) bifidus, another 
plant of my early dreams. Above its colony in a rock crevice we met our 
first Eriogonum lobbii v. lobbii, a monumental and excellent alpine, 
Pellaea breweri, some Cheilanthes, etc. Then later in Arizona came our 
first Penstemon eatonii near Clay Springs on a roadside. After several days, 
in a heavy rainfall mixed with snow flurries, just below the top of Baldy 
Peak, where we were search4tg for an isolated population of Hymenoxys 
brandegei, we found a very beautiful penstemon just in full bloom. Roy 
said it could be P. virgatus ssp. arizonica. Then in Colorado there were 
innumerable plants of P. virens, P. alpinus, P. virgatus ssp. asa-grayi. Later 
in Washington I saw even the local P. confenus, which is still very popular 
here and probably the only yellowish penstemon commonly grown now. 

After arrival home I changed one part of my rock garden, neighboring 
the older one where I grew my Lewisia, Talinum, Townsendia, erigerons and 
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Eriogonum, Astragalus and Oxytropis, and have got a piece of very sunny 
and wann southern slope, on a higher layer of drainage and thus very dry. 
Here I placed many of my seedlings, and here are the first results: P. 
linarioides, both the type and the subspecies coloradoensis: good, seeding; 
P. caespitosus: good; P. angusti/o/ius, very pale azure blue as in Gentiana 
farreri from Margaret Williams' seed, good; P. eriantherus: good. We have 
a third generation of our own seedlings now; P. speciosus: good; P. nitidus: 
good, own seed; P. azureus: not as beautiful as on the Feather River, more 
turning violet, but nice, good; P. oliganthus: good; P. virens: easy, and it is 
becoming my favorite; P. a/pinus: not flowered yet, healthy; P. davidsonii 
ssp. praeteritus: excellent plant, but not in scorching sun; P. barbatus : both 
the yellow and the scarlet form: varying in height from 90-180 cm, easy and 
very floriferous; P. superbus: only five seedlings, all with signs of fungus 
attack at midsummer. After applying Prewicur and Benomyl they seem to 
be good. These will be wintered in a drier cold frame with P. palmeri, 
Keckiella antirrhinoides (now in bloom, seedlings spent the winter in frame 
without losses); P. pachyphyllus and P.fendleri: slow, dynamic as they 
might be, but without signs of bacterial or fungal attack, small seedlings; P. 
rostriflorus: slower but good, not yet flowered, only this year's seedlings; 
P. kunthii: both scarlet and crimson forms are excellent and do set seed. I 
hope it will ripen this year. Excellent plants, this year's seedlings. 

I am trying to leave some plants in their dry situation in the garden for 
winter and cover them with a little sand or grit at the base. The remaining 
potted seedlings will winter in a frame with others. A magnificent surprise 
is P. murrayanus. I got a little seed of it and the seedlings were wintered for 
the first winter in a frame, not transplanted. And last May they were planted 
outdoors. Now it has been in full bloom since summer, and has a lot of new 
buds. The tallest stem is 6' high! but it seems not to set seed here. The pods 
are too small to be considered full, but probably some surprise can be 
expected. Bright vermilion red, and with jointed bases of the leaves in the 
inflorescence, it is quite usual in shape. If its genetic barriers have been 
broken and there exist hybrids of P. murrayanus, they must be worth trying 
even here. I really am very anxious to see if the mature plant will survive in 
our climate. 

Our climate generally is not optimal for the alpines and mesa plants of 
the American West as usually after a good May and start of June we have 
something of a summer monsoon, a series of six rainy weeks followed again 
by sunny weather, lasting with small interruptions to late October. But my 
locality presents a slight exception: We do live in the so-called Czech 
Paradise at the foot of the Tizera Mts. near the Giant Mts. (Krkonose in 
Czech) so the microclimate is much drier than anywhere around. Even if it 
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rains in nearly all of the Northern Czech, here it is only a cloudy day, and 
nothing more. And as the garden is somewhat above the base of the valley, 
late spring frosts at night are usually confmed to lower levels of air ending 
just below us. The same is true in periods of winter and fall inversions, 
when in the basins it is very cold, and here all the weather is somewhat 
milder. And the winters themselves usually have enough snow cover. 

Next season I want to reconstruct another small part of the rock garden 
and put there again a thick layer of sand and grit, very acidic, and continue 
with some other plants there, the larger ones, as it is out of the rock garden 
proper. This year Sally Walker, an old friend'of mine, helped me very 
much with seed. Thanks to her I finally have some seedlings of the very, 
very desired Hymenoxys brandegei, Clematis pseudoalpina, and several 
seedlings of the very desired Cryptanthajamesii (C. nubigena and C. 
thompsonii I had before). 

But enough for now on my garden. I knew of the activities of the 
Penstemon Society from my friends Joe Halda, Vera Stepankova, and Mr. 
Ken Lodewick, whom I met in Boulder, as well as from Panayoti Kelaidis, 
but we did not have enough time for each other at that meeting, as there 
were too many people and all was too busy. 

Ken Lodewick has sent me his Field Identifier, and I have tried it on the 
plants I have here. It is really possible to check determinations, no doubt 
better in field practice than in the garden. His beginning of a general key to 
the genus Penstemon is magnificent work!!! 

Well, Orville wrote about the round robins, circulating fascicles of 
letters on which parts of the Bulletin are based. It seems to be a very good 
idea, first helping people to know each other better and to share their own 
experiences, both bad and good. Many people may put together more ideas 
and their experiences under the most variable conditions. I enjoy it. It is 
interesting, I've never encountered any such thing anywhere before. Perhaps 
it would be good to try it even here in our Rock Garden Club, although we 
are a very small country. 

After my return home in the last two years I have given several dozen 
talks with slides taken in the American West to various of our local chapters 
in many towns and cities over all the country. I have met many new people, 
very keen alpine gardeners, whom I did not know before, and I have noticed 
an increase of interest in the American plants. In this way I gave out a 
hundred surplus seedlings to many people to try in their local conditions. 
And now I am getting many letters. 

And, at the last, I am proposing to see America again. Who has once 
seen any desert, must return. I enjoyed very much being in Arizona, 
although I've seen only a very small part, the White Mts. and part of the 
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Mogollon Rim, some localities in Apache and Coconino Co., the Swiss 
Cheese-stone area between Show Low and Pinedale, and only a very little of 
the area around Phoenix. 

I am very pleased that I could introduce Juniperus deppeana here. It 
has never been cultivated here. The seedlings spent their first winter 
without any damage and seem to be very promising!! All junipers in 
Arizona are magnificent, and I guess that even J. osteosperma and several 
forms of J. scopulorum should be worth trying. Another excellent woody 
plant quite hardy here is Mahoniafremontii (Berberis f.), one of the 
beautiful members of this genus, and again not cultivated here!! 

But I have to end now. I am writing at our railway station (I have been 
a railroader for thirty years), having no free time at home. The season is at 
its peak, and plants need care as well as the seed cleaning, cuttings, and 
seedlings; it is the same perhaps in all the world. So I use all free delays 
between trains whenever possible for my increasing correspondence. 

Barrie Porteous, Agincourt, Ontario, Canada 
June 7, 1988 

1 bought a new fridge along with five hundred 3" pots during the winter, 
filled the pots with a 1/1 blend of Pro-Mix and perlite and then placed them 
in plastic bags in the fridge for three months. Once I could get up to the 
cottage, I sunk the pots in a sand bed. So far the results have been very 
encouraging with far more penstemons coming up than I can handle. In 
view of this I have dug up even more lawn to construct a new penstemon 
bed! My wife thinks I'm crazy. 

Over the last two years Fred Case gave me quite a few plants and many 
of them bloomed for the first time. Among them were P. caespitosus and P. 
teucrioides. which was exciting. Without question this is the best year ever 
for penstemons. with many plants blooming for the first time. 

Izetta Renton, Snoqualmie, Washington 
June 21,1988 

The penstemons have come through the winter in the trough in fine 
shape and the shrubbies are through blooming. The P. gairdneri is a beauty 
when you get a good form of it. I've seen it varying in color from pale 
mauve to reddish purple and deep true purple to a good blue. I must get 
another start to grow it in the troughs where it can be protected from all our 
rain. 

The plants of penstemon hybrids bought in containers at the nursery last 
year came through the winter in the greenhouse in fme shape and are about 
a foot high and budded. I will drop by that nursery again and see if they 
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have other colors. 

August 24, 1988 
The penstemon plants have done real well this year and bloomed so 

well. The ones from Flagstaff are growing like weeds in the containers, and 
also the P. pinifolius from southwest Arizona. I have two large containers 
full of it. I had this many years in myoId garden. It seemed to love to grow 
right out in the scree and bloomed for a long time each year. Here only a 
few blocks from the other garden it doesn't do so well in the open garden 
but does love the tubs I grow it in. I guess it gets less sun in this garden. 

Barbara Scott, Raleigh, North Carolina 
April 12, 1988 

Penstemon teucrioides 

Today I took penstemon seed out of the refrigerator for potting since 
theyhad received the suggested six weeks of cold stratification in plastic 
bags of moistened planting medium. This year, my first, I am trying P. 
grandiflorus hybrids, P. barbatus, P. hirsutus, P. peckii and P. serrulatus. If 
germination is successful on any of these, I intend to plant half of the 
seedlings of each variety in pots filled with a gritty potting medium for 
testing on my south-facing deck. The other half will be planted in a rock 
garden that has slightly sandy soil and faces southeast. I'm interested to see 
which ones, if any, will tolerate our hot humid summers and uneven winters. 

The P. smallii divisions I planted in the rock garden have a yellowish
green tint to their leaves. In my last letter I mentioned that the leaves looked 
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dark green in a north-facing flower bed that gets sun for only half a day. All 
of my plants look healthy, and I have some more divisions that wintered 
over in pots to give to friends. I am anticipating a second year of bloom 
from my original plants in a month or so. 

Patty Slayton, Moore, Idaho 
June 24,1988 

The drought has caused most things to bloom very early this year. 
Among the penstemons, P. cyaneus seemed particularly brilliant this year. 
Penstemon deustus is at its very best on the lava flats. I took some photos 
against the black rock this year that turned out rather well. This is not 
usually a really attractive species in my view, but in this area it is not only 
more fluorescent but well set off. The Penstemon humilis which Ramona 
mentions seems to occur in perhaps three forms, distinct enough in stature 
and leaf shape to perhaps be varieties. The tiny, tiny/one occurs in rock 
crevices from the Charlie Canyon area to Pass Creek. It's maybe 1.5" tall in 
bloom, a real shrinker's flower. With it, only occurring at the foot of the 
rock outcroppings rather than in the cracks, one finds an intermediate sort, 
still small, perhaps only environmentally different. Then there is a 
somewhat larger fellow that occurs among the sage and more in the open. 
I'm assuming the very tiny one is what Roy Davidson calls the Mackay 
form. (This would be a misnomer, because it does not occur in the Mackay 
area, which locals regard as the Mackay Mine hill and west range.) 

Other small ones I have encountered in the area are a small P. cusickii, 
and two others which do not seem to fit well into keys. Both are large 
flowered, but not over 6" tall. One talus dweller lives just below P. 
montanus ssp. montanus in one area, on somewhat more stable conditions. 
Photos, drawings and an effort to preserve this in borax and sand pending 
further identification have been attempted. It is really a nice one with large 
flowers and conspicuous hairiness, gold thread, pink pencilling on lavender, 
hirsute leaves. Where one thing fits a name another doesn't. A shrubby one 
is confusing me, too. At first I thought it was Penstemon montanus ssp. 
idahoensis, but leaves are glabrous, not velvety like Jeanne Anderson's 
sample that she brought me. It, too, lives on unstable talus. It is more blue 
than P. montanus ssp. montanus, although the flowers are nearly identical 
except for color. It is also mOre conspicuously shrubby, while P. montanus 
ssP. montanus hides much of its growth beneath the loose rock slides. I will 
probably be embarrassed when I discover that it is right beneath my nose in 
the key. Many other species are conspicuous in our area. Penstemon 
lemhiensis is quite pretty. There are several forms of P. procerus that are 
always pleasant. We have one species that strongly resembles P. alpinus, 
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but I have not found it in its usual haunts this year in order to look more 
closely. 

In the garden, P. humilis pulchellus [Penstemon procerus ssp. 
formosus? P. humilis pulchellus is not a valid name. -Ed.J, a questionable 
identification, has bloomed nicely for the first time. It is very tiny and 
matty-leaved. Penstemon hirsutus 'Pygmaeus', the white form, has lived 
over for the third year, although the lavender form failed. The larger P. 
hirsutus are also still around. The Penstemon palmeri. that has been 
introduced to our area through road work, is still hanging on, but noUoo 
enthusiastically inithe drought. At least, it is not conspicuous this year. Last 
fall we saw a fellow collecting seed of it in large sacks, probably to sell back 
to the highway department. From what I understand through my son, the 
mining companies are paying $180.00 an ounce for the seed. A pleasing 
accidental introduction is a salmon barbatus type penstemon. It resembles 
the red P. barbatus except for color. Jeanne admired and went away with a 
plant of a deep purple strain that had also been sold to me as P. barbatus and 
definitely is not. 

Jeanne Anderson and I had a short excursion together when she visited 
Craters of the Moon for their wildflower tour. I do not gQ on those things at 
Craters. They appeal to the lowest possible denominator of human interest. 
About two hundred too many people showed up, so the "tour" deteriorated 
into a short, vague "there's a flower there" trip. I prefer togo just outside 
the park, where one can enjoy the same flora and geological forms without a 
soul around. We collected some seed of the unique form of Lewisia 
rediviva on Tomcat Hill. This is white or cream, sometimes with pink 
anthers, and is rather smaller than most L. rediviva flowers. It is not as 
showy as most, but has a quiet, small charm of its own. Eriogonum 
caespitosum was nearly ready to collect. I like the little E. mancum-a 
dioecious species that is otherwise very close to E. caespitosum in 
appearance. The Crater's version of Eriogonum ovalifolium var. depressum 
is another particularly nice one. I found a fluffy yellow with rather lax. long 
silvery leaves on the windswept alpine slope of Copper Basin summit. Its 
name escapes me at the moment. I've always admired the eriogonums, but 
have never attempted to grow any of them. I guess when they are so 
spectacular not far away, I just can't conjure up the interest to add them to 
my garden. 

Les Kreeger does have a seed list, but said he was no longer going to 
sell in the US due to the problems with currency and the lack of interest here 
in his seed. He has advertised with ARGS for several years. His address is 
91 Newton Wood Road, Ashtead, Surrey KTI NN 21, England. If you are 
prepared to pay a lot for seed and to pay it in pounds, not dollars. his is an 

Letters from Robin Members 31 

/ 



excellent list including many things one simply does not see elsewhere. He 
is obtaining quite a few Andes species. His catalog list is $2.00 cash. 

Rachel Snyder, Prairie Village, Kansas 
August 2, 1988 

The penstemon garden is at the farm and I can water it only on 
weekends. The water comes from a well that has been known to run dry, so 
I have to be careful. Many recently set plants expired, but on the positive 
side it is interesting to see what survives so far, notably kinds showing gray 
in the leaves, P. grandiflorus, P. palmeri, or the native P. cobaea. Also 
hybrids of P. barbatus lineage all seem to be hanging on pretty well, even 
growing. Plants did not bloom this year as they should have, and bloom 
came a couple of weeks later than normal (first week in June) as if they 
were waiting for moisture and then decided they would have to go ahead 
without it. There is a great set of seed (survival instinct?), and I plan to 
shear most of it off as soon as I can get to it. 

The spring seedling crop is summering in the sand pile here in Prairie 
Village in a place convenient to water, so it is doing okay. They may have 
to spend the winter there again as conditions do not look very promising for 
transplanting them. For those interested in the 'Sour Grapes' penstemon 
discussion, I enclose a copy of a page from Beth Chatto's new book Plant 
Portraits which has a picture and lengthy description of the variety. 
Apparently its name really should be 'Stapleford Gem', but anyway she 
goes on and describes it and shows an elegant picture. Makes it sound 
tempting. I have a flat of P. clevelandii in the back yard from spring 
sowing. I got P. parryi to come up, and also P. superbus, from seeds this 
spring, but both were summer casualties. I will try again. If you ever find 
out about the winter hardiness of P. superbus, I'd like to know. It would 
look good in gardens. 

James Taylor, Hutchinson, Kansas 
September 14, 1988 

The drought didn't hurt Kansas as much as other parts of the country. 
June was unusually hot and dry, but the rest of the summer was about 
normal. My penstemons bloomed well this summer, but I didn't put out 
many new seedlings in 1987 so only had a few plants to bloom. The 
number of penstemons that I am growing now is way down from what it 
was five years ago. I have had to be away when I needed to be doing my 
crosses. This year I planted a lot of open pollinated seed because I was 
losing some of my stock plants. Those plants have done well this summer 
so I should have a good display next spring. I am growing P. grandiflorus 
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(bradburyi) seeds from several sources in an attempt to regain some of the 
good pinks, reds and purples, and I am also growing seed from Dale 
Lindgren's new 'Prairie Snow'. 

In my last letter I told you that the bug that had been hurting my 
penstemons had been sent off for identification. I finally got an answer 
back. It turns out that it is a species of lacebug as I had thought. But the 
interesting thing is that it is an unnamed species. The bug ended up going to 
the Smithsonian in Washington, DC where the specialist on this group 
works, and he says it is new to science. He is presently working out all the 
details; he will name the species. It is quite a story and I have plans to write 
it up for the Bulletin. 

I feel the Midwest Regional meeting was a success. It was held in 
conjunction with a wildflower workshop so it gave us a good chance to get 
new members. I know we got several but I don't know how many. Dale 
Lindgren's penstemons were impressive. The P. cobaea x triflorus hybrids 
were something to see. George Yingling has talked about apple blossom 
pink P. cobaea x triflorus hybrids but these were the first I have seen. 

One of the speakers at the meeting, John White of Pennsylvania State, 
talked about work he is doing to see if penstemon could be grown as a pot 
plant for the florist trade. I didn't think it could be done but he is having 
reasonable success. He was working primarily with the hyacinth flowered 
penstemons. 

Betty just called from Hutchinson. She had taken a pink flower spike 
from one of my seedlings to the Kansas State Fair and got a red ribbon. 
Most people will see it and not even know what it is. 

Ellen Wilde, Santa Fe, New Mexico 
July 24, 1988 

It has been a good year with regard to penstemon here in New Mexico 
as far as I am concerned. I was apprehensive at the beginning when we had 
a long dry spell early in the year. My P. strictus plants did not look good 
and put up very few bloom stalks. Upon investigation, I found lots of little 
insects jumping around the mats. I took them to the County Extension agent 
and he identified them as chinch bugs. The bugs were only in the plants that 
were suffering so I concluded that they were not a cause, but were merely 
attacking plants weakened by the dryness. All of June we had quite a bit of 
rain and the penstemons recovered nicely. In fact, they bloomed longer and 
later than usual. I still have some flowers on them now. 

Penstemon clutei is finished now, but it was new this year and I liked it 
very much. It is a pretty pale pink with a hint of yellow in the buds, no blUe 
tone at all. The foliage is quite blue toned. The stems are ascending rather 
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than erect so it is not quite as easy to use in the garden. I purchased the 
plant that bloomed, but I also had gotten seeds from the exchange and they 
germinated and are nice sturdy plants. I also successfully germinated Judy's 
Mexican Hybrids but lJIlfortunately they seem to require more normal 
garden conditions than I provide. They are just standing still out in my dry 
clay loam bed where all the natives do so well. I also germinated P. 
clevelandii and P. centranthi/olius and they look good. It will be interesting 
to see if they can survive our cold since they are from more southerly areas. 
Others that I germinated this year are P. ambiguus, P. nitidus, P. ovatus, and 
the one that was called P. buckleyi in the seed exchange. I think this may be 
in error because the person who donated it said it was from the Chaco 
Canyon area where Gladys Nisbet says P. angustifolius v. caudatus is. The 
two species are very similar but P. buckleyi is from southeastern New 
Mexico. I saw masses of P. angustifolius v. caudatus in bloom along the 
roadside as we went to Lake Powell on Memorial Day weekend and it was 
lovely: a nice mix of lavender, pink and blue. This year I also have several 
plants of P. ambiguus, and P. rostriflorus (bridgesil) blooming and the 
normal and the shorter varieties of P. pinifolius. The one that surprised me 
the most was P. alpinus. I had not particularly cared for the plant I had. It 
was a mixed pink and blue flower that I did not fmd particularly attractive, 
but I left it anyway and scattered some of its seed around. There-was 
tremendous variety in the colors that came from it, and they are very sturdy 
plants. Some are a lovely clear sky blue and others a nice purple, similar to 
P. strictus. One had a single bloom stalk 2 1/2' tall and laden with flowers. 
After this bloom had lasted almost a month. side stems came up and started 
blooming, so it has been going almost two months. Penstemon triphyllus 
continues to do well, even though it is not a very distinguished looking 
plant. Penstemon azUTeus had very few flowers this year, much to my 
sorrow, because it was such a lovely blue. Perhaps it is still recovering from 
being moved. I am sorry there were no P. comarrhenus this year, although I 
did have P. virgatus var. asa-grayi, that had bloomed two years ago and not 
last year. 

Now on to trips. The first one took us to Lake Powell, the North Rim of 
the Grand Canyon, and Zion National Park. I mentioned the P. 
angustifolius that we saw on the way. There was lots of P. ambiguus around 
Lake Powell and the Rainbow Bridge. It was still quite chilly at the Grand 
Canyon and only a few things were starting to bloom. Walking a couple of 
miles down in we found P. eatonii blooming and others that would soon. At 
Zion there were masses of P. palmeri blooming everywhere, as well as three 
or four other penstemons, many cacti, prince's plume. all flowers in the 
hanging gardens: columbine. shooting stars, habenarias. monkey flowers. It 
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really was a lovely time to be there. On the way back I was horrified to see 
that all the lovely P. angustifolius v. caudatus had been plowed up by 
roadwork! Fortunately there was some beyond the fences, so in a few.years 
they will come back. The highway department was planting flax where they 
had worked last year. I wonder how much of it will survive. 

The last trip was just two weeks ago to northern New Mexico. It is 
about a 250 mile drive but the flowers were wonderful. Several people from 
our Native Plant Society from the southern chapters were along and were 
thrilled. We saw P. barbatus, P. jamesii, P. crandallii, P. strictus, P. 
strictijormis, as well as P. rydbergii, P. whipp!eanus. The best part was 
from Tierta Amarilla across to Tres Piedras on US 64. There were great 
masses of P. strictus. and near the high point the flowers were really thick. 
The very striking H aplopappus croceus was just coming into bloom. If we 
ever have the Southwest regional group here again. I would like to go there. 
I put my P. baccharifolius where it gets too much shade, so it didn't bloom 
this year. Will move it in the early fall. I got a P. richardsonii three years 
ago up in Colorado and it will bloom for the first time in a few days. I'm 
looking forward to seeing it. I have several plants of P. fruticosus that look 
fme and healthy and have been in more than a year, but still no bloom. Any 
suggestions about what might bring them into flower? 

Audrey and Geoff Williams, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada 
April 26, 1988 

This is supposed to be spring! The last few days have been a mixture of 
sun. showers, heat, cold, thunder, lightning and wind; the poor plants don't 
know what to do for the best. Neither do I, with twenty flats of stuff ready 
for the Alpine Garden Club of BC plant sale lying about the place. I 
propagated quite a few penstemons from cuttings of those that do well here, 
including the famous Penstemonfruticosus v. serratus 'Holly'. We have 
had it for years and I hope to have it for many more. I shouldn't have said 
that: It's tempting providence! Others that do very well are P. cardwellii 
and its white form called' John Bacher' , and P. davidsonii var. menziesii, 
though it grows much bigger in the garden than in the wild. 

I wonder how many of you remember a meeting of the Northwest group 
held at Cle Elum in Washington? It was organized by Birdie Padavich and 
her sister. Izetta Renton. Work was going on on a dam on the highway near 
there and a great stand of penstemons was due to be flooded out of 
existence. We had permission to rescue plants that were crosses between P. 
fruticosus and P. rupico/a. I collected a few cuttings and one of these has 
remained with me. It has greener foliage than P. rupicola but the flowers 
are redder than P.fruticosus. It isn't very spectacular but it has a neat habit 
and it likes the wet and often sunless North Shore of Burrard Inlet. 
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Members' Trips 

Connie Marsch 
Our camping started in mid-April but the first penstemon were found on a 

day drive over to the Columbia River and 0 Road on May 8th. The Penstemon 
acuminatus were beautiful! As before, I think there is another species there but I 
have not been able to identify it for sure as P. eriantherus. I took more pictures 
and marked some really good plants with plastic strips, in hopes of returning for 
seed. We saw seventeen different wildflowers that day, including some very 
pretty scarlet globe mallow. I would love to have some seed from them, too. 

On May 20th, we camped at Wenas Creek for our annual inspection of the 
area. Penstemon speciosus greeted us on Audubon Rd., on the way into camp, 
along with twenty-two other wildflowers, including arrow-leaved balsam root, 
Erigeron linearis, lupine, phlox and sticky geranium. Mter setting up camp by 
the creek, we drove up over the road towards Bald Mt and found P. gairdneri and 
P. procerus buds, but none in bloom. Lewisia rediviva. Viola trinervata. ballhead 
waterleaf, "'Yethia, broomrape, Indian paintbrush and prairie smoke were 
blooming in different areas along the way. 

May 30th found us on our way to Leavenworth, Washington to the Operation 
Wtldflower Workshop. Since I was registrar, treasurer, one of the speakers and in 
charge of a large wildflower exhibit, I had to be there a day ahead of time. We 
parked our small trailer in a campground on the Icicle River, not far from Camp 
Field, just outside Leavenworth, and went to the Camp to unload and set up the 
exhibit. 

On our way from Sunnyside, over Blewett Pass, I think I saw some P. 
gairdneri northeast of Ellensburg, and then huge plants of P.fruticosus. At Camp 
Field I saw P. humilis for the frrst time in the wild. All the others have been in my 
garden, plants I got from Betty Davenport. There were lots of P. humilis around 
the camp, and arrowleaf balsamroot, a pale lavender erigeron, Lyall's mariposa 
lily and Indian paintbrush. 

The morning of the next day, May 31, was taken up with registration and 
answering questions about the exhibit, which included young plants of P. 
fruticosus. P. gairdneri. P. barrettiae. P. hirsutus. P.fruticosus v. scouleri, P. 
fruticosus 'Albus', P. ovatus. P. eriantherus and cut stems of P. pinifolius. P. 
deustus. P.fruticosus. P. confertus. P.fruticosus x serratus. P. wilcoxii. P. humilis, 
P. speciosus. P.fruticosus v.ftuticosus. P. procerus and P. ovatus, some of which 
are not Washington natives. 

On Wednesday morning, right after breakfast, we boarded buses for our tour. 
The first stop was up the Icicle River at a spot called Fourth of July Trail. A light 
mist was falling, but wildflower lovers are hardy people, so most of us ventured 
up the trail to see the spotted coralroot, white shooting star (Dodecatheon 
dentatum) and other woodland wildflowers, including a large P. procerus plant, 
which I'm sorry to say was only in bud. Directly across the road was probably the 
most spectacular plant we saw on the tour: a beautiful Lewisia tweedyi! Though 
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there were other plants nearby, none were blooming. There were lots more P. 
humilis in that area too. One more brief stop was made to see an area covered 
with the largest Lyall's mariposa lilies I had ever seen. Those in the woods near 
my home are only about 1{2 to 3/4", some of these were over 2". There were also 
some Columbia lilies and wild honeysuckle there. 

From there we backtracked through Leavenworth towards Blewett Pass and 
drove up the hill to a beautiful meadow called Camas Land, a very descriptive 
name! We ate our lunch in an area covered with penstemon plants in bud. I 
searched to find one flower in bloom, so that I could get a picture and confrrm its 
name. It was P. confertus. Among the more than thirty wildflowers we found 
there were Brown's peony, prairie smoke, chocolate lily, mountain lady slipper, 
and some large P.fruticosus plants. When we returned to Camp Field, everyone 
else packed up to head for home, but we planned to stay for a couple more days so 
that I could return for pictures of some of the flowers that I hadn't had time for. I 
counted over sixty blooming flowers and shrubs and would like to return some 
time, to explore the area more. 

On June 11th, we drove up on Rattlesnake Ridge, just a few miles from 
home, to check the P. speciosus. The extremely dry weather that we have had the 
past few years has really taken its toll on them. There are fewer plants and they 
are much smaller than they were. I took a few pictures and marked a few plants 
to return for seed. 

June 12th found me driving over White Pass to the Washington State 
Federation of Garden Club Convention near Tacoma. I found a new colony of P. 
speciosus, but did not have the time to stop for pictures that day and could not 
locate it on the way back. I also saw P. procerus and P. fruticosus nearer the top 
of the pass, plus twenty-three other wildflowers on the trip. 

We decided to check out an area that we had driven through last fall and 
camped at Tree Phones campground on June 30th. The wildflowers were 
beautiful and I spotted P. speciosus. P. subserratus and P.fruticosus. Among the 
more unusual wildflowers we saw were hyssop, Columbia lily, bog orchids, 
yellow mimulus, marsh marigold, globe flower (Trollius laxus), lupines, and a 
whole meadow full of bright pink sticky geranium. On the way up to the area, 
which I have nicknamed Penstemon Heaven, we passed a bank covered with P. 
fruticosus and I took some pretty good pictures. Large areas filled with P. 
rydbergii. P. fruticosus and P. procerus accompanied by lupine and Erigeron 
linearis. The combination of colors was breathtaking. Pictures of individual 
plants came out well but area pictures did not do them justice. Sept. 30th we 
returned to collect seed of P. rydbergii. P. procerus and a few P.fruticosus. 

On the 13th of July we drove up toward White Pass and camped at Conrad 
Meadow. The meadow area is privately owned, but I am fortunate to know one of 
the owners and was lent a key, so that we could go through the locked gate and 
camp in the meadow near the south fork of the Tieton River. Near our camp were 
P. pr0c.erus v. tolmiei and P. serrulatus and on the river's edge a surprise plant of 
:. rU~lcola. It was such a strange place to fmd it, I even checked my penstemon 
IdentIfier and my textbook, to be sure I had identified it correctly. Along the river 
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bank the small yellow mimulus and the large pink mimulus were blooming in 
profusion. 

Out in the meadow a few bog orchids, ladies' tresses and blue-eyed grass 
were still blooming and the elephant head Pedicularis were full of seed, so I 
gathered some to try at home. On a side trip I found P. procerus v. procerus, and 
P.fruticosus, and Klickitat Meadow was full of P. procerus v. tolmiei, Indian 
paintbrush and groundsel. 

Meeting Reports 

Northwest APS Meeting 
by Sally Steward 

Penstemoners found July in Northwestern Montana "safe" for penstemon 
hunting. Flowers were in bloom offering a lot of surprises, and discussion and 
picnicing in grizzly and moose territory was pleasant without any uninvited guests 
of the wild kind. The meeting started on Friday, July 15, at Crystal Lakes Resort 
near Eureka, Montana, where nineteen members and guests gathered from 
Washington, Oregon, Nevada, Vermont, Alberta, Canada and Montana. Our flrst 
destination was the Nature Conservancy's "Dancing Prairie Preserve," the site of 
the endangered Silene spaldingii, which we identifled by its sticky leaves. That 
evening our guide, Lewis Young, from Eureka Ranger Station, gave a slide 
presentation on the monitoring of the Columbia sharp-tailed grouse that inhabit 
the site we visited. The Nature Conservancy has purchased the land to help 
preserve the rare species on the Palouse prairie habitat. We also viewed slides of 
rare plants of Montana shown by Steve Shelly from the Montana Heritage 
Program in Helena. These included Penstemon lemhiensis. P. caryi, and P. 
flavescens. At our evening meeting our plant sale and donations raised funds for 
the next regional meeting, planned for northern Idaho, to be hosted by Steve and 
Joan Hoitink of Spokane, Washington. 

At Stewards' garden we saw a collection of penstemons, plants purchased at 
the Santa Fe meeting of 1987, that were planted in July of 1987 in raised, irrigated 
beds. Through the winter they were mulched with evergreen boughs. These 
include: Penstemon whippleanus. P. venustus. P. strictus. P. pinifolius. P. 
gormanii. P. digitalis. P. campanulatus. P. cardinalis. P. barbatus. P. alpinus. P. 
wislizeni. P. rostriflorus (bridgesii). P. palmeri. P. grandiflorus (bradburyi). P. 
clutei. P. crandallii. P. 'Coaldale' and some other hybrids. 

In the morning we car-pooled to the Ten Lakes Scenic Area, stopping at a 
colony of penstemons on the pass before dropping down to Therriault Lakes. 
Robin Lodewick's article covers the species and crosses we found: Penstemon 
albertinus. P. Iyallii. and P. elliptic us. After a picnic lunch we enjoyed hiking 
around Little Therriault Lake. 

For our second evening we headquartered in Whitefish where our evening 
speaker was Dr. Dee Strickler, wildflower photographer and new APS member. 
His program was a preview of pictures that will appear in his third book on 
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wildflowers of the northern Rocky Mountains called Alpine Wildflowers. His 
other book in a series of three are Forest Wildflowers and Prairie Wildflowers, 
both including penstemons. Then Ellen Steward shared slides from previous 
meetings with APS members and pictures of flowers of the Southwest from her 
Santa Fe trip in 1987. 

Sunday, July 17th, we split up to travel each at our own pace (stopping to see 
flowers in Glacier Park) and met at the summit at Logan Pass visitors' center. 
Together we hiked the boardwalk trail with our guide Clare Lantry and enjoyed 
the variety of alpine wildflowers in the hanging gardens. From the summit our 
travels took different directions as a rainstorm came into the high elevations. 
Those who attended were: 

Shirley and Carl Backman, Nevada 
Birdie and Frank Padavich, Washington 
Dee Strickler, Montana 
Orville and Ellen Steward, Vermont 
Joan and Steve Hoitink, Washington 
Herbert Dickson, Washington 
Pauline Olthof, Alberta, Canada 
Ramona Osburn, Oregon 
Eleanor Gustafson, Oregon 
Ken and Robin Lodewick, Oregon 
Ellery, Sally, Laura and Leslie Steward, Montana 
I'd like to thank all those who came and corresponded. The weekend went 

smoothly and I know we all enjoyed sharing the penstemon enthusiasm. 

Upcoming Meetings 

Southwest Regional Meeting, May 1989 
by Betty Davenport 

The Southwest Regional meeting next spring will be held the fiTSt or third 
week in May, in Yucaipa, California. Anyone wanting to fly can go to Los 
Angeles, take a local plane to Ontario, and rent a car there, missing Los Angeles 
airport traffic. Saturday's trip would be through the edge of Anza-Borrego Park 
south to the eastern San Diego County to see those penstemons or we can set up a 
hike to an area where Lillian Champion says we can see a number of penstemons. 
It is around 6,500' in altitude. Sunday we would take a short trip to San Marcos to 
tour APS member Judy Wigand's garden. Those who want to visit nearby 
botanical gardens can do so the next day as an optional trip. This seems feasible 
to me and would keep us off the Los Angles freeways. There is no way we could 
keep together on the freeways; traffic is just too heavy.. One evening will be 
reserved for members' slides and the other night I will try to have a speaker. 

For information on final details, send a self-addressed stamped envelope to 
Betty Davenport, 11077 Victor Avenue, Hesperia, CA 92345, or call (619) 949-
8164. 
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Notes from the Robin Director 
by Betty Davenport 

Acquire adventures through the round robins by writing and receiving 
letters. This allows you to gain knowledge about penstemons and make new 
friends. What is a round robin? It is a correspondence circle of five to nine 
persons. The circle starts with the Director who sets up the route and sees that the 
robin moves at a normal pace. Each member writes a letter and sends it on to the 
next person within a prescribed time, usually about a week. Photos, articles about 
plants, and seeds may be included in the packet Mailing cost varies from about 
$1 to $2 depending on the weight of the packet. Most robins have a topic such as 
a Photo robin, or cover a prescribed geographic area 

When the packet returns to a member, s/he removes her/his letter and 
writes another. If for any reason a letter cannot be written, a note is placed in the 
robin and it is forwarded to the next person on the list. A member can drop out of 
a robin at any time by writing a note to this effect and forwarding the robin to the 
next person. Members can belong to more than one robin. To join a robin write 
to me telling a little about yourself and your plant interests and the type of robin 
desired. I will place you in a robin and send your name to the Director and you 
will receive a letter from her about when to expect the robin. New robins can be 
started at any time. 

How a robin is started? Both a director and about four other members 
are needed to make a viable robin. One could be started with fewer members if 
the persons involved were agreeable. Eight members are ideal, and a robin can 
have nine persons if needed. Several of our RQbins now have nine members. 
Requests for new robins and their status is as following: 

Overseas: needs a director and members 
All Canadian: needs a director and members 
Rock Garden: have a director, needs members 
All California: have a director and 2 members 
Cross Cmmtry: need directors and members 
Specific botanical sections (examples: O1aber, Dasanthera): 

need directors and members 
Tiny Pents (under 10 inches): needs a director and members 
Advance Growers: needs a director and members 
Dryland Gardening: needs a director and members 
Perennial border: needs a director and members 
Northeast: needs a director and members 
Southeast: needs a director and members 
Midwest: needs directors and members 

Any volunteers!!?? Participation in a robin will bring new friends and new 
information. If you are interested in any of the above robins please write me at 
11077 Victor Ave, Hesperia, CA 92345 my phone number is 619-949-8164. 

The death of Vivienne Harold whom I replaced as Director of Robins 
will touch many robin members. Vivienne was a friend to all and kept the robins 
moving for many years. The robins and I myself will miss her. Vivienne gave me 
a lot of much appreciated help when I took over as the Robin Coordinator. 
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Editor's Notes 

Goodby and Hello 
by George Yingling 

A quote from KING ARTHUR: "The old order changeth yielding place to 
the new." I am stepping down as editor and Gwen Kelaidis will be your new 
editor. She has an ideal background being a botanist, avid "Penstemoniac", rock 
gardener, plantswoman in general and she presently edits an excellent rock garden 
newsletter for the ARGS members in her area. The Bulletin is in good hands! 

I have been editor for the past twelve years, and now approaching a young 71 
(birthday Feb 22, 1989) it is time to change. Many of you know that I underwent 
open heart surgery eight years ago, and although I have been in perfect health 
since then, having absolutely no problems, I need to slow down a bit. In addition, 
I have family problems (not my wife or children) that are going to demand more 
of my time. I also have some contract writing responsibilities demanding time. 

I will continue to support Gwen with articles and help in any way needed so I 
am not abandoning the APS. I also hope to begin to edit some of the oldStudies 
and update them. Others will be called upon to review whatever I do in that 
respect. 

I have appreciated the support and encouragement given to me by so many; it 
is difficult to mention all of them. I was a complete greenhorn when Cliff Lewis 
persuaded me to take on the duty of editor. He wrote a splendid letter I could not 
refuse and told me I would make many friends and learn much. This has come to 
pass and it is with some sadness that I retire. I will continue to reply to any letters 
and offer advice if I can. 

Please support Gwen with articles and garden reports. In reporting, reveal 
problems you have faced, successes and failures and conditions under which you 
are growing penstemons. Just listing penstemons you are growing, although of 
interest, is not sufficient. Let us have more detail. Also, one need not be a 
technical expert to write for the Bulletin. 

Heno! 
by Gwen Kelaidis 

It is quite an honor and a responsibility to be editor of this Bulletin. George 
Yingling has performed his duties so well, consistently improving the Bulletin 
throughout his term as editor, that it will be a challenge to live up to the standards 
he has set. Nevertheless I am glad to have the opportunity for spreading the word 
about this great group of plants. 

I hope that the next years will find more and more of you writing articles for 
the Bulletin: I will be asking you to share your knowledge with the rest of us! 
Please write with any suggestions you may have for articles or features. Please 
submit any photographs or slides of penstemons that you think may be of cover 
quality. 
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Books about Penstemons 
by Panayoti Kelaidis 

Seed Propagation of Native California Plants, Dara Emery, Santa Barbara 
Botanic Gardens: Santa Barbara, CA, 1988. 

Penstemon growers often complain of the lack of research into growing these 
abundant native plants. What information exists seems to be copied from sources 
that in turn are copied from other sources lost in the mist of time. It is refreshing 
when a new book, representing years of concrete, hands-on experience appears 
that contains a wealth of information on pre-treatments and stratification 
requirements for thousands of native plants, including 22 species of penstemons. 

Dara Emery is plant breeder and propagator at Santa Barbara Botanic 
Gardens, where he has carried on for many years the research that forms the core 
of this book. He is also currently serving on the board of the American 
Penstemon Society. 

. Any enthusiastic seed grower who would like to take the guesswork out of 
growing native plants is advised to obtain a copy of this book. It is for sale from 
the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden Book Shop, 1212 Mission Canyon Road, Santa 
Barbara, CA 93105. The cost is $9.95 (in California add 6% sales tax), plus $2.50 
for shipping and handling 

Obituaries 

Lavandeur Boyrie Dies 
Faith Mackaness, a long-time member of the APS, has advised us of the 

death of Lavandeur Boyrie, one of the early members of the APS. She joined 
around 1948. Faith wrote: 

"In the fifties Lavandeur Boyrie was active in the affairs of the APS. When I 
met her in 1956, she was growing penstemons in a big way in the Portland 
suburbs and working on the registration of cultivars for the Society. 

Lavandeur and Myrtle Hebert later worked together to hold the Society 
together when Ralph (Bennett) got too domineering from time to time. By now 
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s~e h~d moved to the west hills and looked down on a pocket handkerchief plot of 
lIttle Jewels where she experimented with miniatures. She continued to attend 
both local and national get-togethers that benefited by her presence. Later, she 
was forced to move to a high-rise apartment in Portland and gave up growing 
penstemons, but her interest in them continued." 

Lavandeur Boyrie wrote quite a bit for past issues of the Bulletin, and was 
very active in the Society. We are sorry to lose an active supporter, and extend 
our sincere sympathy to her family and friends. . 

Vivienne Harold 
We are very sorry to report that Vivienne Harold died in October when her 

house was destroyed by fire. Vivienne was known to many members as the long
time Director of Robins and a very active member of the American Penstemon 
Society. She. was ninety-two. 

Cover Penstemons 
by Panayoti Kelaidis 

Penstemon secundijlorus Bentham 
In recent years a number of new species of 

Coerulei have been delineated in the Great Basin, 
where the section has its center of greatest diversity. 
Most of these have very succulent, blue~gray leaves 
and are well adapted to some the driest deserts of 
Western America. Penstemon secundiflorus is an 
anomaly for its section not only because it grows far 
to the east of most other species, in the Jront ranges 
of southern Wyoming, Colorado and northern New 
Mexico, b.ut for its preference for higher altitudes and 
cooler climates. It is found in a tremendous variety 
of habitats from gravelly pediments on the Great 
Plains, warm slopes throughout the foothills up to 
9,000' in elevation, and intermittently in the flowery 
meadows of the high mountain parks throughout the 
Southern Rockies. 

Penstemon secundif/orus has broadly ovate 
leaves with the glaucous blue wax typical of its 
section. Each clump produces one to several stems 
with a long raceme of showy flowers that generally point in the same direction 
(hence the Latin name). These flowers have spreading petals forming a rather flat 
plane, which distinguishes this from any other penstemons growing in its range. 
The large, hairy yellow staminode provides a strong contrast to the lavender pink 
of the petals. 
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This penstemon is also notable for its variability in flower color and stature: 
at lower elevations plants can grow over 30" tall in wet years, with flowers 
ranging from a dull lavender to luminous pink tones. Albinos are frequent in 
some populations. In South Park, at 9,000' in central Colorado this penstemon 
rarely grows more than 8-10" tall: perfect for a rock garden. 

In nature, Penstemon secundiflorus plants appear to live for many years. In 
richer soils and wetter conditions in cultivation, plants rarely live more than two 
or three years. It is nevertheless one of the showiest native penstemons for 
gardens. 

Penstemon harbourii Gray 
Only two species of penstemons are confined to alpine tundra in the Southern 

Rockies of Colorado. It's appropriate that these twin alpine penstemons should 
have been named for two of the first botanists to collect in Colorado. Elihu Hall 
and J.P. Harbour spent the summer of 1862 collecting plants throughout the 
mountains of central Colorado. Hall was a well-known naturalist from Illinois 
who spent many seasons throughout the West, and is commemorated in the 
widespread and showy Penstemon hallii. Its sister species, Penstemon harbourii, 
is much more elusive, growing only on steep,loose talus slopes above timberline. 
J.P. Harbour has proven rather elusive as well,as Joseph Euan notes in Rocky 
Mountain Naturalists: "The identity of J.P. Harbour is singularly obscure for a 
collector who was commemorated by such eminent figures as Asa Gray, J .M. 
Coulter .... and others. I have been unable to determine his full name, his vital 
dates, his occupation or his chief place of residence!" 

His namesake penstemon is found sporadically from the Medicine Bow 
Mountains of northcentral Colorado diagonally southwestward through the 
highest peaks of the state to the San Juan Mountains, preferring shifting screes 
above 12,000'. It has a strong superficial resemblance to the growth habit of 
Penstemon montanus of the Middle Rockies, spreading from spaghetti-like 
underground rhizomes (soboliferous). However this Colorado alpine has enough 
distinctive morphological characteristics that monographers have placed it alone 
in its own section. The ovate leaves are somewhat sticky, glossy and deciduous. 
They make a fine contrast to the large, showy lavender blue flowers with the 
bright yellow staminode within. 

Penstemon harbour;; is easily propagated by cuttings or seed, the trick is 
obtaining the seed from its rather inaccessible home: It rarely ripens before the 
end of September. It demands porous scree in cultivation, and challenges the skill 
of the finest alpine gardener. 
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The Color Slide Collection 

The American Penstemon Society has two excellent collections of color slides for loan 
to its members and to garden clubs. at no cost except postage. The postage to you will 
be paid by the Society; the return postage. plus insurance. by the borrower. One set of 
slides has been assembled principally to fit the needs of garden clubs and other 
organizations. The other set is for people who wish to learn the different species of 
Penstemons. and is designed especially to show the botanical points relied on for 
identification.To request a loan, please write: James Taylor. Custodian of the Slide 
Library, 52 Eastwood. Hutchinson, KS 67501. 

The Library 

The Society has a library for use by its members. Material may be borrowed free of 
charge for two weeks. and for $0.10 per week for two additional weeks. The Society 
pays the postage to the member. and the member pays the return postage. To request a 
loan please write: Mrs. Elizabeth Bolender. Librarian. American Penstemon Society. c/o 
Cox Arboretum. 6733 Springboro Pike. Dayton. OH 45449. 

The following material is now available in the Library: 
Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society. 1946 to present. (One issue only to be 
borrowed at anyone time.) 
Studies in Penstemons. by Ralph Bennett. 
No 1: Habroanthus. No. 2: Dasanthera; No.3: Eastern Species; No. 4 Anularius; No. 5: 
Aurator. (One number only to be borrowed at anyone time.) 
History of the American Penstemon Society . 
Manualfor Beginners With Penstemon . 
The California Penstemons. by Percy C. Everett. 
Bulletin of the American Rock Garden Society. special Penstemon number. 
Penstemon in Your Garden. by Glenn Viehmeyer. 
The National Horticulture Magazine. special Penstemon number. 1951. 
Taxonomy in Simple Language. by Ralph Bennett. 
The Scrophulariaceae of Eastern Temperate North America. by F. W. Pennell. 

Penstemon Field Identifiers and Nomenclature 

The Penstemon Field Identifiers are a set of drawings and descriptions of 
Penstemons arranged geographically. They were written by Ken and Robin Lodewick 
and illustrated by Robin Lodewick. Each section costs $1.50. and the set of 12 costs 
$12.00 postpaid for US and Canada. $15.00 overseas . Penstemon Nomenclature. 
updated in 1987 by Ken and Robin Lodewick from Ralph Bennett's work. lists all 
currently known botanical names that have been applied to Penstemons. and is an 
invaluable reference to the serious student of the genus. It costs $4.00 postpaid to the 
US and Canada, $4.50 overseas. These items can be ordered from Kenneth Lodewick, 
2526 University St. Eugene. OR 97403. Checks should be made payable to Kenneth 
Lodewick. 
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